
Find Classics Online, Sound Smart. 
 
This past month, my book group decided to 
read one of Arthur Conan Doyle’s most famous 
Sherlock Holmes novels, The Hound of the 
Baskervilles. As it is a classic, we carry several 
editions of this title in our system, but I picked 
one particularly nice copy, The New Annotated 
Sherlock Holmes, which was thick with 
footnotes, so I could sound smart at our 
meeting.  
 
However, one day during lunch I realized I had 
forgotten the book at home, and wanting to 
catch up on a bit of the story on my break, I 
checked to see if it was available online. TCCL’s 
Research page lists a collection of links for 
online books, and one of them, Project 
Guttenberg, had two print listings (as well as 

three audio versions) of the Holmes novel, which means I was able to get a dash of 
murder mystery with my turkey sandwich. 
 
The online books sites are collections of titles that may be reproduced for free, most 
often because of expired copyright, but there are other qualifiers. This means you can 
access the full text of many classics with just a few clicks through the library’s website.  
 
To find the links, start with the Research tab, scroll down to the Subject Guides, and 
click ‘more’ under the Literature heading. Online Books is listed in the Topics section, 
and the page includes links to 3 sites, The Online Books Page, Bibliomania, and Project 
Guttenberg.  
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