Ted Kennedy in Fiction

If you read and enjoyed Ted Kennedy's
autobiography (7rue Compass: A Memoir),
- you might want to look at a few well-

ol rcviewed novels that use his life as fictional
DINRYEN inspiration:

B KENNEDY |§

America America by Ethan Canin

In the early 1970s, Corey Sifter, the son of working-class parents, becomes a yard boy on the
grand estate of the powerful Metarey family. Soon, through the family’s generosity, he is a
student at a private boarding school and an aide to the great New York senator Henry
Bonwiller, who is running for president. Before long, Corey finds himself involved with one of
the Metarey daughters as well, and he begins to leave behind the world of his upbringing. As
the Bonwiller campaign gains momentum, Corey finds himself caught up in a complex web of
events in which loyalty, politics, sex, and gratitude conflict with morality, love, and the truth.
Ethan Canin’s stunning novel is about America as it was and is, a remarkable exploration of how
vanity, greatness, and tragedy combine to change history and fate.

The Senator’s Wife by Sue Miller

Once again Sue Miller takes us deep into the private lives of women with this mesmerizing
portrait of two marriages exposed in all their shame and imperfection, and in their obdurate,
unyielding love. The author of the iconic 7he Good Mother and the best-selling While I Was
Gone brings her marvelous gifts to a powerful story of two unconventional women who
unexpectedly change each other’s lives. Meri is newly married, pregnant, and standing on the
cusp of her life as a wife and mother, recognizing with some terror the gap between reality and
expectation. Delia Naughton—wife of the two-term liberal senator Tom Naughton—is Meri’s new
neighbor in the adjacent New England town house. Delia’s husband’s chronic infidelity has been
an open secret in Washington circles, but despite the complexity of their relationship, the bond
between them remains strong. What keeps people together, even in the midst of profound
betrayal? How can a journey imperiled by, and sometimes indistinguishable from, compromise
and disappointment culminate in healing and grace? Delia and Meri find themselves leading
strangely parallel lives, both reckoning with the contours and mysteries of marriage, one refined
and abraded by years of complicated intimacy, the other barely begun. Here are all the things
for which Sue Miller has always been beloved—the complexity of experience precisely rendered,
the richness of character and emotion, the superb economy of style—fused with an utterly
engrossing story that has a great deal to say to women, and men, of all ages.
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