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What is a blog and why do I need one?

 Blog is short for “web log”. 

 Captain Kirk had one and you can too.

 Connecting with far-flung family. 

 Sharing your research with your family and friends

 Remember: non-genealogists want stories, not records.

 Provides a basic structure for organizing your 

family history and breaks it into bite-sized pieces.

 Harnesses the power of the Internet.



What kind of blog?

 Individual family history

 Geographical

 Ethnicity

 Surnames

 Cemeteries

 Photos

 Public or Private?



What do I write about?

 Family stories

 Brick walls

 Discoveries

 Personal stories

 Join a carnival or blogging prompt

 See Geneabloggers website for suggestions:  

http://www.geneabloggers.com



1. Select a blog 

platform. 

2. We will be using 

Blogger but you 

could also use 

WordPress or 

LiveJournal.

3. Go to 

www.blogger.com 

and sign in with 

your Google 

account.

Getting Started



Name That Blog

In the Blog Title field 

enter the name of your 

blog.  In the Blog 

address (URL) field 

enter the name of your 

blog and then click 

Check Availability.  If 

the address is available 

click Continue. 

If it is not available, try 

a different variation.  

Your blog title does not 

need to be unique, just 

the blog’s URL.



Choose a Template

Choose a template by clicking 

on it.  (You can always change 

it later.)

Click Continue.



You’re Done!



Write Your First Post

Enter a title in the Title field.  

Write the text of your post in the 

main window.  You could write an 

introduction to your blog with some 

information about yourself and 

your goals for the blog.

If  you’d like to tag the post with a 

label, you can do so at the bottom 

in the Label field.

Click Publish Post.



You’re Published!

You’re blog post is now 

published and online.

Click View Post.



Baby’s First Post

This is how your 

blog and first 

post will appear 

to visitors.

Now let’s add some 

fun stuff.



Add a Gadget

Click on the Design tab.

Choose where you want the 

gadget to appear in the 

layout.

Click on “Add a Gadget”.

Choose your gadget by 

clicking on the + sign

Configure the gadget and 

click Save.



Add a Picture

Choose the 

Picture gadget 

from the list and 

click on the plus 

sign.

Tell  Blogger 

where to find the 

picture.

Give the picture 

a title so it is 

easier to identify 

on your layout.

Click Save.



Changing Settings

Click on the 

Settings tab.

Choose from 

the different 

settings 

below the 

tab and 

adjust them 

to your 

preferences.



Choose a New Template

Click on the

Design tab, 

then Template 

Designer.

Choose your 

new template 

then click 

Apply to 

Blog.



Resources for Blogs

Remember:

Get 

permission or 

use royalty-

free stock 

photos.

Never, NEVER 

put another 

blogger’s 

content on 

your blog.  Be 

original!

 Geneabloggers

www.geneabloggers.com

 Blogspot Templates 

http://www.blogspot-templates.org

 Library of Congress 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures

 Stockvault  www.stockvault.net



Blogging Tips

Don’t forget to 

have fun!

 Keep it Short and Sweet

 Long story?  Break it up into multiple 
posts.

 Set a publishing goal.

 Decide how often you will post;  daily, 
weekly?

 Start slow and pace yourself.

 Use pictures generously.  They make 
your blog come alive.

 Get the word out.  Submit your new 
blog to the Geneabloggers site.

 Be yourself.



Some of My Favorites

 Family Tree Firsts  
http://www.familytreeuniversity.com/

 Clue Wagon                   
http://www.cluewagon.com

 Shades of the Departed 
http://www.shadesofthedeparted.com

 Little Bytes of Life    
http://www.littlebytesoflife.com

 Find My Ancestor 
http://www.blog.findmyancestor.com

http://www.familytreeuniversity.com/
http://www.cluewagon.com/
http://www.shadesofthedeparted.com/
http://www.littlebytesoflife.com/
http://www.blog.findmyancestor.com/

