BLOGGING YOUR FAMILY
HISTORY



What is a blog and why do | need one?

Blog is short for “web log”.
Captain Kirk had one and you can too.
Connecting with far-flung family.

Sharing your research with your family and friends

Remember: non-genealogists want stories, not records.

Provides a basic structure for organizing your
family history and breaks it into bite-sized pieces.

Harnesses the power of the Internet.



What kind of blog?

Individual family history
Geographical

Ethnicity

Surnames

Cemeteries

Photos

Public or Private?



What do | write about?

Family stories
Brick walls
Discoveries
Personal stories

Join a carnival or blogging prompt

See Geneabloggers website for suggestions:
http: / /www.geneabloggers.com



Getting Started

Select a blog
platform.

We will be using
Blogger but you
could also use

WordPress or
LiveJournal.

Go to
www.blogger.com
and sign in with

your Google

account.

Sign in with your
Google Account
Email:l
ey pati@example.com
Password:

— ¥ Stay signed in
Beautiful, customizable templates and layouts, Try the template designer Sign in |

=
— B Can't access your account?
N J E E — § @

Don't have a Google Account?
Get started

Up to the minute stats thake money with Adsense Explore Blogs of Mote

Want to learn more? Take a quick tour , watch a video tutorial or read Blogger Buzz,

Features | Buzz | Help Center | Developers - Terms of Service | Privacy | Content Palicy
Copyright @ 1999 - 2011 Google




Name That Blog
N

In the Blog Title field o Name your bl_og

enter the name of your

blog. In the Blog Blos title

address (URL) field ;’:n:lf:ljog'stitlewillappearonynurpubh’shedblog,onynurdashbnardanu:lin wour
enter the name of your Blog address {URL) httpes s blogspot. com

Check Availability

blog and then click

Check Availability. If SR
the address is available M@'
click Continue. &
If it is not available, try

The URL you select will be used by wisitors to access your blog, Learn more

Type the characters wou see in the picture,

a different variation.

Your blog title does not m

need to be unique, just
the blog’s URL.




Choose a Template

Choose a template by clicking
on it. (You can always change
it later.)

Click Continue.

e Choose a starter template

You can change your template later, and even customize it with the Template Designer.

2 i
d smri im s
Simple Picture Window Awesome Inc, Watermark
= -
e i
Ethereal Travel Simple Watermark

conrnue 2




You're Donel
N

o Your blog has been created!

Wig've just created a blog for you, You can start pesting now or customize how your blog

looks,
START BLOGGING

# Advanced Setup Options




Write Your First Post
—

® Nancy's Family History retelveemel
Enter a title in the Title field. Posting | Comments | Settings | Desim | Monetize
Write the text of your post in the New Post | it posts | it ages
main window. You could write an it ]
introduction to your blog with some S T :“;m; o
information about yourself and
your goals for the blog.
If you’d like to tag the post with a
label, you can do so at the bottom
in the Label field.
Click Publish Post. i o




You'’re Published!

You're blog post is now
published and online.

Click View Post.

\

wy's Fanly History - Publish Stabus - Microsolt Inkernet Enplorer provided by Tulsa City-Cousty Library Sysbem
G‘E—}' JED bt e dogoes comi.bish-confirmation. g7bog iD= 01526 002464460600 0D =2 1224854 16752206 1307434430 Enabled =] %

| Fin Bk e Fawrkes  Tods  Hel
|Uks B aragon © Ancwstry @ ChpboEverrote % Door Terpletes @ Everd Gude @ | Facsbock @ FTU 2 Gl 2 Googhe A Google Reader | Image Group [ Tmages @

W G0 [)eupger: Mancy's Favdy Hitory - Publih Stabs

I#}"“':’-}‘m-o..,a_ =

B Nancy's Family History

Your blog post published successfully!

View Post @

Meed to change it? Edit post | Create a new post

l_l_l_l_l_l_l—ﬁ_
!n-t @ - @ " - =MestngmomCoend... II— + Mucroset Powerpone - [, | 7] Dooument - ormsalt .. I . 07 PN



Baby’s First Post

This is how your

blog and first Nancy's Family History

post will appear
to visitors.

Tuesday, June 7, 2011

Welcome to Nancy's Genealogy Blog!
Welcome to my new blog! Il be writing all about my adventures researching my family.

Posted by Nancy at 3:07 PM 0 comments & \E'irﬂlﬁﬁ,;‘

Now let’s add some
fUh Sthf. Home

Subscribe to: Posts (Atom)

Mom and me




Add a Gadget

Mi - B - b e rPage = @ [F G

nahivelywgmall.com | Dashboard | My Account Halp | Sign out

WA [Delogow 1 Edt Layout

8 Nancy's Family History

Comments

Pasting Settings Design Monetize Stats

Page Elamants | EditHTiL | [T Tamplate Dusigner
Your changes have been saved. View Biog

Add and Arrange Page Elements
ik and drag to renrrarge page slements on your blog

Nancy's Family History (Hea...
Edit

Adid a Gadget

Blag Posts Add a Gadgst
Plctire
Edit

Followers
Edit

Blog Archive

Click on “Add a Gadget”.
Choose your gadget by
clicking on the + sign
Configure the gadget and
click Save.

Click on the Design tab.
Choose where you want the

gadget to appear in the

layout.

8 Add a Gadget

Basics
Basics

Featured 1-240f24

Most Popular

More Gadgets i Z

Add your own

@

? Help

(search for gadoets) m

Follow by Email (New!)
iake it sasy for readers to follow your blog by
email,

By Blogger

Popular Posts (New!)
Displays 3 st of popular posts on your blog,

By Blogger

Blog's stats (New!)
Displays your blog's stats,

By Blogger

Pages
Displays 3 list of stand-slons pages on your blog,

By Blogger

AdSense

Earn ravenus by displaying relewant ads an your

blog.




Add a Picture

Choose the
Picture gadget
from the list and
click on the plus
sign.

Tell Blogger
where to find the
picture.

Give the picture
a title so it is
easier to identify

on your layout.

Click Save.

HTML/JavaScript
Add third-party functionality or other cods to
waur blog,

By Blogeer

Text
Add some wards ta your blog - like 2 welcome
message - with our rich text editar.

By Blogeer

Picture
Add a picture from your computer or from
somewhere else an the web.

By Blozeer

Slideshow
Add a slideshow of your photos ta vour blog.
By Blogger

Video Bar
Display clips from YouTube snd Google Video for
waur rsaders to watsh without leaving the pass.

By Blogger

Poll

Survey your visitars by adding 2 pall to your blog
By Blogeer

A 2 Help
® Configure Image

Title |

Caption |

Link  [http:/s

URL that clicking this image will link to {optional)

Image & From your computer:

= From the web
it

[¥ Shrink to fit

Image will be shrunk to 250 piels wide

BACK

Browse

CANCEL SAVE




Changing Settings

Click on the
Settings tab.

Choose from
the different
settings
below the
tab and
adjust them
fo your

preferences.

mv IEhttp:,l’J‘www.blogger.com,l’blog-Formattlng.g?blogID=84E|1526303384644686 j@ o =g (2.3

J File Edt ‘“iew Favortes Tools  Help
JLinks 8 amazon - Ancestry ﬂ Clip to Evernote 9’ Door Templates E Event Guide E Facebook, m FTU l;' Gmail l;' Google l;' Google Reader m Image Group -n!g Images 2

-8 -®- -0 B &

ﬁ '& a Elogger: Mancy's Family History - Formatting Settings

s

nshively2gmail.com | Das| rd | My Account | Help | § ut

® Nancy's Family History

Posting Comments Settings Design Monetize

Basic | Publishing | Formatting | Comments | Archiving Site Feed Email & tobile | OpenlD | Permissions

Show at most I? Iposts 'l on the main page.

If Days is selected, a limit of up to 500 posts will be enforced,

Date Header Format Tuesday, June 7, 2011 =]

This iz how the date will appear above wour posts,

Archive Index Date June 2011 j

Format
This is how the archive links in vour sidebar will display.

Timestamp Format |3-35 [=I¥] j
Time Zone | (GMT-08:00) Pacific Time =l
Language | English =l

’_ ’_ ’_’_’_ ’_ ﬁ Internet

ESUTE




Choose a New Template
=

. Blogger Template Designer
Click on the
Templates

DeSig n 1’0 b, Background
then Template
Designer.

Ethereal

EA=g=
Choose your

new template : allcom New Post Design Sign Ot
then click
Apply to
Blog.

Tuesday, e 7, 2014

Welcome to Nancy's Genealogy Blog!




Resources for Blogs
B

Remember: 0 Geneabloggers
Get www.geneabloggers.com

permission or

0 Blogspot Templates

use royalty-

fr:e stock hitp: / /www.blogspot-templates.org
photos.

Never, NEVER - -|brqry of Congress

put another http:/ /www.loc.gov/pictures
blogger’s

contention 0 Stockvault www.stockvault.net
your blog. Be

original!




Blogging Tips

S =
11 Keep it Short and Sweet

0 Long story? Break it up into multiple Don'’t forget to
posts. have fun!

1 Set a publishing goal.

o1 Decide how often you will post; daily,
weekly?

o Start slow and pace yourself.

11 Use pictures generously. They make
your blog come alive.

11 Get the word out. Submit your new
blog to the Geneabloggers site.

-1 Be yourself.



Some of My Favorites

©1 Family Tree Firsts
http: / /www.familytreeuniversity.com/

11 Clue Wagon
http: / /www.cluewagon.com

1 Shades of the Departed
hitp: / /www.shadesofthedeparted.com

1 Little Bytes of Life
hitp: //www.littlebytesoflife.com

11 Find My Ancestor
http: / /www.blog.findmyancestor.com



http://www.familytreeuniversity.com/
http://www.cluewagon.com/
http://www.shadesofthedeparted.com/
http://www.littlebytesoflife.com/
http://www.blog.findmyancestor.com/

