


 16th Population census 
 

 Taken April 1, 1940 
 

 Reflects Great Depression of 1930s 
 

 Released April 2, 2012 
 

◦ 72-year privacy law 
 

◦ Statistical vs. personal information 
 

 Digitized by National Archives 
 



 When released 
 

◦ Not indexed 
 

◦ Only available on National Archives 
website 
 

 www.archives.gov 
 

◦ Arranged by state and county 
 

 Enumeration districts 



 Enumeration District (ED) 
 

◦ Area covered by enumerator in one census 
period 
 

◦ Varied in size 
 

◦ Located on top right hand corner of 
census page 
 

◦ ED numbers in 2 parts 
 

 County number followed by ED number 



 Household data 
◦ Value of home or monthly rent 

 Identifies person furnishing information 
 Education 
◦ Highest grade of school completed 

 Citizenship 
◦ Category “American citizen born abroad” 

 Residence on April 1, 1935 
◦ City 
◦ County 
◦ Farm 



 For persons 14 years old and over 
 

◦ Employment status 
 

 March 24-30, 1940 
 

 Private/non-government agency 
 

 Public emergency work 
 

 WPA/CCC/NYA 
 

 Seeking work 
 

 Duration of unemployment 
 

 Number of hours worked 
 

◦ Occupation/Industry 
 

 



 Number of weeks worked in 1939 
 

 Income in 1939 
 
◦ Wages 

 
◦ Other 
 



 For persons enumerated on lines 14 and 29 
◦ Place of birth of parents 
◦ Language 
◦ Veterans 
 Wife, widow, or child of veteran 
 Military service 
◦ Social Security 
 SS number 
 Old age insurance/railroad retirement 
◦ Occupation 
◦ Women 
 Married more than once 
 Age at first marriage 
 Number of children 

 



 Are You Ready for the 1940 Census?! 
By Daniel M. Lynch 
 
 

 New Questions in the 1940 Census by 
Constance Potter 



www.archives.gov 







 www.archives.gov/research/census/1940/ 











 Selected List of Codes 
◦ Color or Race 
 Ex: W-White 

◦ Age at Last Birthday 
 Ex: 11/12-April 1939 

◦ Highest Grade of School Completed 
 Ex: 1 to 8-Elementary School 

◦ Citizenship of Foreign Born 
 Ex: Na-Naturalized 

◦ Class of Worker 
 Ex: PW-Wage/Salary Worker in Private Work 

◦ War or Military Service 
 Ex: W-World War 



 Make a list of people you want to look for 
 

 Collect addresses 
 

◦ City directories 
 

◦ 1930 Census 
 

◦ World War II Draft Records 
 

◦ Naturalization Petitions or Declarations of Intent 



 Identify the ED for each address 
 
◦ Search the 1940 Census Maps for ED numbers 

 
 

◦ Search the 1940 Census ED descriptions 
 
 

◦ Use the search utilities at 
http://stevemorse.org/census/ 







Steve Morse’s Census Enumeration  
Search Engine 

 
 

http://stevemorse.org/census/ 



 Form for obtaining EDs for large cities 
 

◦ Includes cities over 25,000 
 

◦ Includes 500 cities 
 

◦ Arranged by address 
 

 Form for finding ED descriptions 
 

◦ Smaller communities 
 

◦ Rural areas 



 1930/1940 ED Converter 
 

◦ For families who did not move between 
1930/1940 
 

◦ Locate ED numbers of families in 1930 
Census 
 

◦ Convert 1930 ED to 1940 ED 



Start Here 



 Form for obtaining EDs for large cities 







 Form for finding ED descriptions 









 Determine where family lived in 1940 
 

◦ Interview family members 
 

◦ Birth/death certificates 
 

◦ School records 
 

◦ Old photographs 
 

◦ City directories 
 

 Use ED locator to find ED number 
 

 Scroll through census pages to locate family 



www.the1940census.com 
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