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MSR Design

Gentrification is Good?
Gentrification is an
opportunity to listen, learn,
heal and build together.

Related Projects

Sophie's Place at Cardon
Children's Medical Center 
Mesa, AZ 
MHTN Architects

Like 0 0 0

http://www.architectmagazine.com/people/user_47
http://www.architectmagazine.com/project-gallery/?ci=Tulsa&stp=OK
http://www.architectmagazine.com/project-gallery/?stp=OK
http://www.architectmagazine.com/firms/meyer-scherer-rockcastle
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssb326MEQ8khkHRlBw7lRFK6Oma0Qzy1olM8Sjp7T0A6_t5HUbkRu4zE5OglH94vczseSJ_1z1SgD4yv3O6KWh8k5vk0_0OA4k9vXW4VeXch2mmlytGCpYxcjzwC4iwrb--Z81aUirn39Ax3cn01dcKRpsMVBOSZ664IrLa90AyWuJxYqBB9OgLapLMw9uvudL6uW4R0HQVbGocAc8AxDKXi79VmSVhmxyKqNNPGDCU1_BWPSc-vmVPb4o80EjK6N-wxotta7Oc_dxlplzP&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJV71hA7QBk2EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss68ExcsuQIFbbQA3q6fwBcljC3mYF-AP0kHsdBmHugdyTP1om0CaTcoMCOJ2PrKuD7_Nl23aS_c_cK_L3Nb8Pa3w14w9yKtVMquJijGsyXJr0_tASZ2j9VLLzT-I3cbYv1i-zTgL0GTIwT&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJRRFMrmW4C-&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.sherwin-williams.com/architects-specifiers-designers/specifications%3FWT.mc_id%3Dswspecs.com%3Futm_source%3DArchitectSWSpecs_300x600%26utm_medium%3DAprBanner%26utm_campaign%3D18PTP_SW
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzAprLjLWvifI4W2BNj5oPAMncHzoE7J4MT7pAa8gseiyQgQASDimYsfYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGH9b73A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIcCT9AKj-j_b_BthzxjGSKVQce1PvzMQnbK6IXKqX2R6lhnVK84QI6uYdHYx6TseBTlzxVq6mPWVgUVgRB-WSnHLXtL7e0oGXTBsApscihO6Ip0dNGWg6E4qecNxWDM3VYEA38JHP7cB_hknP0K2lvBCx3qLn5O8rzPPV18insx4PlH1uCC8xHWfuhogrdTkQytOVHeWiDM0HAIL8Wwk_Vd6kW5a3oXVKZDqWfSgTRa8YmKUWWUJdSAM9fgl7gkvBOSKFhaAe8A1C8KOvrDdf39vGRQHHmbmz8XLejp_xfepxxdVPT3YJSAYbjB1uLOpYNFX3cAEComQPnalgOy1gljxdJRMCSLlofgBAGgBi6AB-GKwQioB47OG6gH1ckbqAemvhvYBwDSCAcIgGEQARgBsQkdevCHlVtR-YAKA9gTCogUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRof3yeiOxjwj0Pcui_CD43uQ&sig=AOD64_2OpvykiyW9Ilh3gq6gR90FsU35_A&client=ca-pub-0264275875037070&adurl=https://www.alconlighting.com/blog/newsfeed/gentrification-done-right-can-bridge-class-divide/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzAprLjLWvifI4W2BNj5oPAMncHzoE7J4MT7pAa8gseiyQgQASDimYsfYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGH9b73A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIcCT9AKj-j_b_BthzxjGSKVQce1PvzMQnbK6IXKqX2R6lhnVK84QI6uYdHYx6TseBTlzxVq6mPWVgUVgRB-WSnHLXtL7e0oGXTBsApscihO6Ip0dNGWg6E4qecNxWDM3VYEA38JHP7cB_hknP0K2lvBCx3qLn5O8rzPPV18insx4PlH1uCC8xHWfuhogrdTkQytOVHeWiDM0HAIL8Wwk_Vd6kW5a3oXVKZDqWfSgTRa8YmKUWWUJdSAM9fgl7gkvBOSKFhaAe8A1C8KOvrDdf39vGRQHHmbmz8XLejp_xfepxxdVPT3YJSAYbjB1uLOpYNFX3cAEComQPnalgOy1gljxdJRMCSLlofgBAGgBi6AB-GKwQioB47OG6gH1ckbqAemvhvYBwDSCAcIgGEQARgBsQkdevCHlVtR-YAKA9gTCogUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRof3yeiOxjwj0Pcui_CD43uQ&sig=AOD64_2OpvykiyW9Ilh3gq6gR90FsU35_A&client=ca-pub-0264275875037070&adurl=https://www.alconlighting.com/blog/newsfeed/gentrification-done-right-can-bridge-class-divide/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzAprLjLWvifI4W2BNj5oPAMncHzoE7J4MT7pAa8gseiyQgQASDimYsfYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGH9b73A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIcCT9AKj-j_b_BthzxjGSKVQce1PvzMQnbK6IXKqX2R6lhnVK84QI6uYdHYx6TseBTlzxVq6mPWVgUVgRB-WSnHLXtL7e0oGXTBsApscihO6Ip0dNGWg6E4qecNxWDM3VYEA38JHP7cB_hknP0K2lvBCx3qLn5O8rzPPV18insx4PlH1uCC8xHWfuhogrdTkQytOVHeWiDM0HAIL8Wwk_Vd6kW5a3oXVKZDqWfSgTRa8YmKUWWUJdSAM9fgl7gkvBOSKFhaAe8A1C8KOvrDdf39vGRQHHmbmz8XLejp_xfepxxdVPT3YJSAYbjB1uLOpYNFX3cAEComQPnalgOy1gljxdJRMCSLlofgBAGgBi6AB-GKwQioB47OG6gH1ckbqAemvhvYBwDSCAcIgGEQARgBsQkdevCHlVtR-YAKA9gTCogUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRof3yeiOxjwj0Pcui_CD43uQ&sig=AOD64_2OpvykiyW9Ilh3gq6gR90FsU35_A&client=ca-pub-0264275875037070&adurl=https://www.alconlighting.com/blog/newsfeed/gentrification-done-right-can-bridge-class-divide/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzAprLjLWvifI4W2BNj5oPAMncHzoE7J4MT7pAa8gseiyQgQASDimYsfYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGH9b73A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIcCT9AKj-j_b_BthzxjGSKVQce1PvzMQnbK6IXKqX2R6lhnVK84QI6uYdHYx6TseBTlzxVq6mPWVgUVgRB-WSnHLXtL7e0oGXTBsApscihO6Ip0dNGWg6E4qecNxWDM3VYEA38JHP7cB_hknP0K2lvBCx3qLn5O8rzPPV18insx4PlH1uCC8xHWfuhogrdTkQytOVHeWiDM0HAIL8Wwk_Vd6kW5a3oXVKZDqWfSgTRa8YmKUWWUJdSAM9fgl7gkvBOSKFhaAe8A1C8KOvrDdf39vGRQHHmbmz8XLejp_xfepxxdVPT3YJSAYbjB1uLOpYNFX3cAEComQPnalgOy1gljxdJRMCSLlofgBAGgBi6AB-GKwQioB47OG6gH1ckbqAemvhvYBwDSCAcIgGEQARgBsQkdevCHlVtR-YAKA9gTCogUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRof3yeiOxjwj0Pcui_CD43uQ&sig=AOD64_2OpvykiyW9Ilh3gq6gR90FsU35_A&client=ca-pub-0264275875037070&adurl=https://www.alconlighting.com/blog/newsfeed/gentrification-done-right-can-bridge-class-divide/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzAprLjLWvifI4W2BNj5oPAMncHzoE7J4MT7pAa8gseiyQgQASDimYsfYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGH9b73A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIcCT9AKj-j_b_BthzxjGSKVQce1PvzMQnbK6IXKqX2R6lhnVK84QI6uYdHYx6TseBTlzxVq6mPWVgUVgRB-WSnHLXtL7e0oGXTBsApscihO6Ip0dNGWg6E4qecNxWDM3VYEA38JHP7cB_hknP0K2lvBCx3qLn5O8rzPPV18insx4PlH1uCC8xHWfuhogrdTkQytOVHeWiDM0HAIL8Wwk_Vd6kW5a3oXVKZDqWfSgTRa8YmKUWWUJdSAM9fgl7gkvBOSKFhaAe8A1C8KOvrDdf39vGRQHHmbmz8XLejp_xfepxxdVPT3YJSAYbjB1uLOpYNFX3cAEComQPnalgOy1gljxdJRMCSLlofgBAGgBi6AB-GKwQioB47OG6gH1ckbqAemvhvYBwDSCAcIgGEQARgBsQkdevCHlVtR-YAKA9gTCogUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRof3yeiOxjwj0Pcui_CD43uQ&sig=AOD64_2OpvykiyW9Ilh3gq6gR90FsU35_A&client=ca-pub-0264275875037070&adurl=https://www.alconlighting.com/blog/newsfeed/gentrification-done-right-can-bridge-class-divide/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzAprLjLWvifI4W2BNj5oPAMncHzoE7J4MT7pAa8gseiyQgQASDimYsfYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGH9b73A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIcCT9AKj-j_b_BthzxjGSKVQce1PvzMQnbK6IXKqX2R6lhnVK84QI6uYdHYx6TseBTlzxVq6mPWVgUVgRB-WSnHLXtL7e0oGXTBsApscihO6Ip0dNGWg6E4qecNxWDM3VYEA38JHP7cB_hknP0K2lvBCx3qLn5O8rzPPV18insx4PlH1uCC8xHWfuhogrdTkQytOVHeWiDM0HAIL8Wwk_Vd6kW5a3oXVKZDqWfSgTRa8YmKUWWUJdSAM9fgl7gkvBOSKFhaAe8A1C8KOvrDdf39vGRQHHmbmz8XLejp_xfepxxdVPT3YJSAYbjB1uLOpYNFX3cAEComQPnalgOy1gljxdJRMCSLlofgBAGgBi6AB-GKwQioB47OG6gH1ckbqAemvhvYBwDSCAcIgGEQARgBsQkdevCHlVtR-YAKA9gTCogUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRof3yeiOxjwj0Pcui_CD43uQ&sig=AOD64_2OpvykiyW9Ilh3gq6gR90FsU35_A&client=ca-pub-0264275875037070&adurl=https://www.alconlighting.com/blog/newsfeed/gentrification-done-right-can-bridge-class-divide/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzAprLjLWvifI4W2BNj5oPAMncHzoE7J4MT7pAa8gseiyQgQASDimYsfYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGH9b73A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIcCT9AKj-j_b_BthzxjGSKVQce1PvzMQnbK6IXKqX2R6lhnVK84QI6uYdHYx6TseBTlzxVq6mPWVgUVgRB-WSnHLXtL7e0oGXTBsApscihO6Ip0dNGWg6E4qecNxWDM3VYEA38JHP7cB_hknP0K2lvBCx3qLn5O8rzPPV18insx4PlH1uCC8xHWfuhogrdTkQytOVHeWiDM0HAIL8Wwk_Vd6kW5a3oXVKZDqWfSgTRa8YmKUWWUJdSAM9fgl7gkvBOSKFhaAe8A1C8KOvrDdf39vGRQHHmbmz8XLejp_xfepxxdVPT3YJSAYbjB1uLOpYNFX3cAEComQPnalgOy1gljxdJRMCSLlofgBAGgBi6AB-GKwQioB47OG6gH1ckbqAemvhvYBwDSCAcIgGEQARgBsQkdevCHlVtR-YAKA9gTCogUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRof3yeiOxjwj0Pcui_CD43uQ&sig=AOD64_2OpvykiyW9Ilh3gq6gR90FsU35_A&client=ca-pub-0264275875037070&adurl=https://www.alconlighting.com/blog/newsfeed/gentrification-done-right-can-bridge-class-divide/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzAprLjLWvifI4W2BNj5oPAMncHzoE7J4MT7pAa8gseiyQgQASDimYsfYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGH9b73A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIcCT9AKj-j_b_BthzxjGSKVQce1PvzMQnbK6IXKqX2R6lhnVK84QI6uYdHYx6TseBTlzxVq6mPWVgUVgRB-WSnHLXtL7e0oGXTBsApscihO6Ip0dNGWg6E4qecNxWDM3VYEA38JHP7cB_hknP0K2lvBCx3qLn5O8rzPPV18insx4PlH1uCC8xHWfuhogrdTkQytOVHeWiDM0HAIL8Wwk_Vd6kW5a3oXVKZDqWfSgTRa8YmKUWWUJdSAM9fgl7gkvBOSKFhaAe8A1C8KOvrDdf39vGRQHHmbmz8XLejp_xfepxxdVPT3YJSAYbjB1uLOpYNFX3cAEComQPnalgOy1gljxdJRMCSLlofgBAGgBi6AB-GKwQioB47OG6gH1ckbqAemvhvYBwDSCAcIgGEQARgBsQkdevCHlVtR-YAKA9gTCogUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRof3yeiOxjwj0Pcui_CD43uQ&sig=AOD64_2OpvykiyW9Ilh3gq6gR90FsU35_A&client=ca-pub-0264275875037070&adurl=https://www.alconlighting.com/blog/newsfeed/gentrification-done-right-can-bridge-class-divide/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CtzAprLjLWvifI4W2BNj5oPAMncHzoE7J4MT7pAa8gseiyQgQASDimYsfYMmO8ovIpIAVoAGH9b73A8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBIcCT9AKj-j_b_BthzxjGSKVQce1PvzMQnbK6IXKqX2R6lhnVK84QI6uYdHYx6TseBTlzxVq6mPWVgUVgRB-WSnHLXtL7e0oGXTBsApscihO6Ip0dNGWg6E4qecNxWDM3VYEA38JHP7cB_hknP0K2lvBCx3qLn5O8rzPPV18insx4PlH1uCC8xHWfuhogrdTkQytOVHeWiDM0HAIL8Wwk_Vd6kW5a3oXVKZDqWfSgTRa8YmKUWWUJdSAM9fgl7gkvBOSKFhaAe8A1C8KOvrDdf39vGRQHHmbmz8XLejp_xfepxxdVPT3YJSAYbjB1uLOpYNFX3cAEComQPnalgOy1gljxdJRMCSLlofgBAGgBi6AB-GKwQioB47OG6gH1ckbqAemvhvYBwDSCAcIgGEQARgBsQkdevCHlVtR-YAKA9gTCogUAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRof3yeiOxjwj0Pcui_CD43uQ&sig=AOD64_2OpvykiyW9Ilh3gq6gR90FsU35_A&client=ca-pub-0264275875037070&adurl=https://www.alconlighting.com/blog/newsfeed/gentrification-done-right-can-bridge-class-divide/
http://www.architectmagazine.com/project-gallery/sophies-place-at-cardon-childrens-medical-center
http://www.architectmagazine.com/project-gallery/sophies-place-at-cardon-childrens-medical-center
http://www.architectmagazine.com/project-gallery/sophies-place-at-cardon-childrens-medical-center
http://www.architectmagazine.com/project-gallery/sophies-place-at-cardon-childrens-medical-center
http://www.architectmagazine.com/project-gallery/sophies-place-at-cardon-childrens-medical-center
http://www.architectmagazine.com/firms/mhtn-architects


Tulsa City-County Central Library | Architect Magazine | MSR Design, Tulsa, OK, Community, New Construction, Interiors, Addition/Expansion, Renovation/Remodel, AIA/ALA Library Building Award 201...

http://www.architectmagazine.com/project-gallery/tulsa-city-county-central-library_o[4/9/2018 2:02:46 PM]

Project Status

Built

Size

145,391 sq. feet

ARCHITECT

MSR Design

Awards

AIA/ALA Library
Building Award

2018

Type

Community

Scope

New Construction

Interiors

Addition/Expansion

Renovation/Remodel

 
View all (7) images

Project Description

FROM THE ARCHITECTS:

When the library opened in 1965, it was envisioned as a
modern temple for books and an integral part of a new civic
plaza, designed in the spirit of urban modernism. Fifty years
later, the neglected urban potential left the civic plaza
looking tired, deserted, and unsafe. This revitalization
establishes connections between inside and outside to
promote a modern, urban setting and to create a positive
patron experience.

Design objectives include activating exterior spaces,
increasing safety, simplifying entry into the building to one
location, and adding a parking garage. The project also
features a new public garden and programming space
between the library and parking ramp. Inside, the
transformation opens up and consolidates interior spaces;
expands space for public interaction; introduces a new,
highly interactive education center for research and
development of learning practices; and replaces all the
building systems. Sustainable goals target maximizing the
regenerative impact on the community, urban fabric of
downtown, and library programming and operations. The
design focuses on the health and well-being of all building
occupants, as well as minimizing long-term effects on the
environment

FROM THE AIA:

The design team approached the project with the goals of
delivering a solution that responds to the needs of a 21st-
century library while creating a destination that actively
contributes to the city’s renewal. To that end, the project
activates the exterior spaces, simplifies patron entry, and
dramatically increases parking availability through a parking
garage with an enclosed link to the library. Despite the
addition of the 88,000-square-foot garage, the overall
impervious surfaces on the site were reduced, alleviating
stormwater runoff. New cast stone panels, refurbished public
art, and a thorough cleaning honor the library’s original 1965
design. Beyond the adult stacks and destination children’s
area inside, the library features a mix of spaces where up to
140 people can meet and collaborate. The plaza itself, once
tired and deserted, now features pervious pavers and ample
seating surrounded by vegetation. Coupled with the library’s
café, outdoor spaces provide seating for more than 400
people, providing regular meeting space before library hours
begin.
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