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A budding music producer with
ies 10 Tulsa took his very first

salk o the red carpet 3t this
Lur$ Grammy Aw b.

Tsa matve Derek Blankenship
s the nephew of former
Iniversity of Tulsa head football
ouch Bill Blankenship, His par-
nts and grandparents all still
eside in the greater Tulsa area
umm Blankenship mmm o
% Angeles In 2012 and ¢

i place at fhe
Tt time” momens, has worked
s a production assistant for the

the 2017 (,mumm
anke ship walked the re
e nprmmm himselfasa ]‘r\:

Ryan Tedder, Carri
Tdenvood. Ludy Gags, all of
vhom he spoke (9 bricly.

“To be walking among those
rlists, it was a dream come trug,
e says

Blankenship also worked as
tage manager for the show, and
¢ made sure (o bring up his Tulsa
ies 1o Tedder and Underwood
wack stage.

Since  moving

Hlankenship has becn wms.m to
wild 2 music produc
o inder the name The

})I'\Hkm»hlp has been playing
o since he was six years old
vhen he twok up guitar lessons
nu was in his it b and by fourth

,\ﬁwmmmw high school, he
tended Baylor University, pur-
uing a film and digital media

Rebecca

Not cveryone grows up becom-
ng one with trees, but Rebecca
{ort

As 3 child the woods were
while living in New
d, and now a licensed coun-
egrees  from

anna State_ University and

7
‘N)( witl lm\l! and, Doug, Norton
he trees yet again. It
11 K¢ hoine, he hom she idén
ifies with. “So, you see, trecs and
wods have always saved my life
Viien | saw the woods in
reenbelt, T knew | was home.

ays
Upon_ exploring the area_and
oticing the exireme amounts of
rroneous material dumped among
her  mission

ing steadily to begin remo
ng the trash, the momentum
icked up.

Asked why she began her
Icanup of the greenbelt, she say.
1 would take my dogs

aost mornings. 1 noticed how
nuch trash and d nping that there
s in the Uu.l!bs.h 50.1 began i

an up.
1 found an air conditioning unit
ar seat, truck door, shag carpet
tuck tircs. and lots of debris that
sould be dumped after irees were
ut near clectric lines. Smokers,
Il kinds of planters, debris that

GRAMMY  APPEARANCI
Derek Blankenship. nephew of f
mer University of Tulsa head jooi-
hall coach Bill Blankenshiy

on the red

Grammy Awa

Blankenship is making o name for
iimself as a nusic prodicer

degree, but left after a_couple
vears, questioning what he ulti-
mately wanted 10 do with

mosical sspiations
He teqk the sl B, yorrs
ecid Rext steps, ain-
of those in the
myself if
it to d

music industry,
this is what | 'really
Blankenship says.
he made the j
th'S1.000 in his poc
continues.

Norton is

yard workers would throw there,
and of course all kinds of misce
faneous trash. 1 still continu
find the trash on a regular h.m\
Working with Up With Tr
the City urhm.s Toresters helped
Norton recognize vines
eere fing the odig o oo
some of which are red buds as well
cient oaks. By clearing the
vines and other species that have
been  continually preventing
¢ irees, Nortons

Ix,ml a Jnnsl © hgn‘ﬂmh.
b ghbors have
d6ci0od o, pich in and help with
some of the projects. I've gotten a
clanee o gt to know more about
several of my neighbors, and this
has lunvul out to hs. a lot of fun.”

she says.

W

comes 1o projects
beyond | lm e u'k with the trees and
plants, Norton

Ras costruetéd “waltle fenose”
throughout the corridor of her
greenbelt section, which hold a
Mat only do they

al
‘Ahhough a wanle
fence may sound mysterious, it s o
medieval fence woven from tree

also learned to 1

\with her nstruction,” Soms r
donts e boginning {0 use hem in
their own y, wds after

work
n Norton’ éribe are. haml'
made wooden tepees. also create
with branches. 'Ehuu struetures.
have even taken in a new resident
o two,

ajob with NBC Universal. wea
s, visgber af hats 43°4 toiw
de. errand runner, and pro-
duction assistant on shows such
as The Big Bang Theory and The
v

That opportunity allowed me to
my foot in the door, network
t people that 1 admired.”

1\]\ |||\. while, Blank p still
pursucd his awn music mmh
by mixing umi qum
selling it o and g mg a
m\l«mm; of mﬁn, [mn 40,000
people on SoundClou

Many ‘of bis mmm ave
ree ed high
in 2015, s album
Wastcland, which was named top
album of the year by New Retro

ave

As his

exposure rose, he be
ving attention from artis
mmm 0 collaborate

rently, he is nmknw with
Jean Phoe: a Canadian
nd with Vast Hill, a

Da
musician,

ating music. for their upcoming
albums and spending upwards of

16 hoves 1 1he shadic sach deye b
says,

But, as far as he is concerned,
there’s no where else he would
rather be
“One thi has taught
me is that I don’t want to be an
actor,” he says. “I love working
behind |I;c scenes and working
with artists
s Blankenship continues to
advance his dreams, he is eager to
encourage others to do the same:
“I just want people to knm\ dont
I\! anyone tell you n o for

at Home

nearby greenbelt free of debris jrom

CENTRAL LIBRARY CELEBRATES
100,000TH CHECKOUT

LOYAL CUSTOMER: Michael \»hern Central /an;‘
100,000th checkout cusiomer, holds his prize of a s
with Buddy Ingalls, Central Libvary nianager

In February, Tulsa City-
Coun Library’s  Centra
Library reached” stonc

its
nte

since its  reopeni
100.000th checkout of pr
materials.

Singe ape in_Qctober
2016, Central Library has secn a
daily traffic count of more than
11500 people and a steady low
of customers explor
e o
maker space, digital learning
105 S sreuic, studys s
overlooking downtown Tulsa.

visitors continue to marvel
the beautiful downtown library,
said Buddy Ingalls, Central
Library manager.

Library customer  Michael
Mullens was the person check-

ing out the 100.000th item, and
was_rewarded  witl

Amzon Echo

1 was not expecting this. 1t
was a real shocker to win” said
fullens, who regularly visits
Central Library. “As a reader, |
appreciaic the new library and
hiow casy it s to find the books
you like to rea

Now, m\rmm are preparing
for the next milestone: the 1
millionth cheekout

“Even as many readers transi-
tion to accessing library materi-
als an tablets, smartphones and
ather digi there i
stilla ~lmng<h.||l.lml Fn
ical copy

ngalls. B s g nh|n.h\c s
1o connect people with
tion in a format they prefes

natural and man-made sources.

in Her Greenbelt

LADY OF THE WOODS: Minshall Park neighborhood esident Rebecea Novton works hand 10 keep hen

One tepee is being occupied by
a eritter right now and it will b
interesting to see if birds take up
residence in some of them as well.
So, you se¢ the wood structures
were & solution 1o the wood debris
problem. One of the best things
that came out of this, but I never
lanned, is that so many people
love wood structures. One of the
best compliments was from a per-
son who said that it looks like
Narnia down there.” she says.
arnia indee The extreme

time, attention, and utter determi-
nation to refurbish a greenbelt in
south Tulsa is not lost on many.
Norton’s work has inspired her
neighbors and friends to pitch in to
help ensure her vision maintains
itself. It isn't just her work, but

passion and_creativily that
make the greenbelt a magica
place.

For a while I felt like the Lone
Ranger down here in the green-
belt, but now | feel like 1 have a
support group with neighbors and

CALL 918-254-1515 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

the Home Owners Association.
Long-term | hope that others will
take up my efforts 1o be zood
stewards of si I\MI we
have here. 0\
o s ne v ksl
the diry work comes along and
over for me,” she
[)uc thi s for certain: llLlhtun
Nortons time ntion to
trecs, wildife, und plants has
inigorated not only the greenbel
but those who live She is
indeed a true Lady ul llu Woods.
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