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A few months ago, Tulsa resident Michael
Mullens discovered an addictive romance

novel while browsing at Central Library. It Rﬂﬂﬂ T0 THE

ended up winning him a surprise. F’Hﬂl FUUR

Last week, Mullens was given an Amazon
Echo digital device for checking out the
100,000th item from the library. The book he
checked out that day was one of the 11 titles
by his favorite writer — romance author

Brenda Hampton.

Michael Mullens (left) receives an Amazon Echo
from Central Library manager Buddy Ingalls “Iuse the library practically every day. This
after he checked out the 100,000th item from the  yyag a shock,” he said. “I check out books
renovated facility since it reopened in
October. COURTESY

once every two weeks. But I go to use the
Internet and am in the process of making my
resume for a better-paying job. The features
the Central Library has can reach more
people.”

The Central Library opened in October after a

three-year, $55 million renovation. It has a More videos:

daily traffic count of more than 1,500 people. ' ; g

While the institution offers an array of

updated technologies including a sound

studio and digital learning labs, the printed FEATURED JOBS

word still remains in high demand.

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/columnists/ginniegraham/ginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for/article_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfedb.html[3/2/2017 7:37:13 AM]


http://www.tulsaworldjobs.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/autos/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/sale/pet/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homes/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/contests/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/
http://www.dailydealtulsa.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/?l=10
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/bestintheworld/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/legal_notices/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/advertise/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssJathMfhxDXSMqBZSHVmCYMSI_CfN_k4JJpF-sY_VmeKZFhpvp3vU_dyijni9mKQtu2sv0XLIHCenYssKCqnwia8xIpF4wy2GMvejcOesiz4l_W6eGnrowS1anZ8abJLn5JUnjmEDewRO3CQBtWrhx2KvQQYg_9BSkKeJTtLaTO820f5m_B0vrO367Ea0U8BHxnOwNxHWKq2wsvlo5jy_uwbLjYX2eP3jDpXcWiLEFsf5kl-jg2YixyejNZQopghMLaXmaBrwHjFsGDZj0&sig=Cg0ArKJSzO5tW-PQ9jRU&adurl=http://www.hobbylobby.com/Spring-Shop/c/12-204%3Futm_source%3DTulsaWorld%26utm_medium%3DNewsOnline%26utm_campaign%3DSpring&nm=2
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvxm15XCZhAxctjNRo3rdWxM0EqUR6fCsYoeotfi7m_u-H8pHFypWawK7HnbD4P8OL0cpQ-iDr-8a4CbJ0SjCRBCXT1zUpOLN_VluNCzGwZ7TD6wkjPfjlqVv5PKUMMN6kYuuJYuXrjz1Cmgha_LVc2UKmaP-ghV3UGyEKLtLJZ-33WXugRwOZ13LruSYQeNgM2zycxcvUjLDW4twdsRrENE15asQ3fnjFJFGbLdm_c4_HKAADpQVICRDdxrZQICV0nGAZP65yVQOfXwpK3Jr7l&sig=Cg0ArKJSzK1DGxXvMLan&adurl=http://www.ticketmaster.com/venueartist/263098/1239566&nm=2
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstG466cKtbwRvESY_20-b8xRn7bLe16IvIPHuHzcKiO8qCsIKUmroglBnEKrIkQf6iK2f_qb8xncl4rpARTUpk1JmfzGldPqr5LvamG0rkG2EiVrb2XD8HU6wTXbd-q3LZ9zvQwxj57XMq23mPrLLrsyTazvqzov83eezZnFaHvFR8nB6TM6H2-PCemu2NczOpdw6OEDfR11AG47hLah1U6Yta8ilep3XRsKLs7tUjIXkkm0VvcPfw6-AcVbsdtYQbrsCJm9Rcwm_ZBQn-zGHry&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFs4MSxrCriS&adurl=http://www.ticketmaster.com/event/20005182ACBE79F8
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/make_tulsaworldcom_your_home_page_on_your_computer.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/newsletters/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/my_subscription.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/subscribe/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/users/profile/jfanch-208
javascript:tncms_logout();
https://www.tulsaworld.com/users/admin
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/contact.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weather/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weather/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/blogs/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weekend/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weather/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/photo/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/video
http://www.tulsaworld.com/databases/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/obituaries/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/calendar/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/columnists/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/columnists/ginniegraham/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/columnists/ginniegraham/ginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for/article_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html?mode=story
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/columnists/ginniegraham/ginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for/article_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html?mode=story
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tulsaworld.com%2Fnews%2Fcolumnists%2Fginniegraham%2Fginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for%2Farticle_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&related=tulsaworld%2Ctwscene&text=Ginnie%20Graham%3A%20Fan%20of%20romance%20books%20gets%20a%20prize%20for%20hitting%20library%20milestone&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tulsaworld.com%2Fnews%2Fcolumnists%2Fginniegraham%2Fginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for%2Farticle_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html%23.WLgfKXhIiYU.twitter&via=tulsaworld
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tulsaworld.com%2Fnews%2Fcolumnists%2Fginniegraham%2Fginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for%2Farticle_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&related=tulsaworld%2Ctwscene&text=Ginnie%20Graham%3A%20Fan%20of%20romance%20books%20gets%20a%20prize%20for%20hitting%20library%20milestone&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tulsaworld.com%2Fnews%2Fcolumnists%2Fginniegraham%2Fginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for%2Farticle_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html%23.WLgfKXhIiYU.twitter&via=tulsaworld
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tulsaworld.com%2Fnews%2Fcolumnists%2Fginniegraham%2Fginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for%2Farticle_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&related=tulsaworld%2Ctwscene&text=Ginnie%20Graham%3A%20Fan%20of%20romance%20books%20gets%20a%20prize%20for%20hitting%20library%20milestone&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tulsaworld.com%2Fnews%2Fcolumnists%2Fginniegraham%2Fginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for%2Farticle_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html%23.WLgfKXhIiYU.twitter&via=tulsaworld
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/columnists/ginniegraham/ginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for/article_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html?mode=print
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tulsaworld.com%2Fnews%2Fcolumnists%2Fginniegraham%2Fginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for%2Farticle_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&app_id=288003941350366
javascript:void(0)
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32059073&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32059106&playlistId=994
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/columnists/ginniegraham/ginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for/article_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.html?mode=image&photo=0
http://launch.newsinc.com/embed.html?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=1&videoId=32058025&playlistId=994

Ginnie Graham: Fan of romance books gets a prize for hitting library milestone - Tulsa World: Ginniegraham

HIUEHSPIHITTH!.SN {t[Ilﬁ

RIVER SPIRIT

CASINO RESORT

F=— ¥ Library staff wanted to celebrate the

milestone of the 100,000th item checked out

and plan to do the same at the 1 million mark.

“Even as many readers transition to accessing library materials on tablets, smartphones and
other digital devices, there is still a strong demand for a physical copy of a book,” Buddy
Ingalls, Central Library manager, said in a statement.

“Our main objective is to connect people with information in a format they prefer. It won’t be
that long before we are celebrating 1 million.”

Libraries are a great equalizer. Anyone from any social class or background can get the same
access to knowledge, entertainment or resources for personal improvement.

Mullens uses the library for all those reasons.

“Reading opened a lot of doors for me,” he said. “Usually when I'm at the library, 'm on a
mission. I'm checking out books, updating my resume or working online.”

Mullens was looking for a western book when he came across what he calls a typical trashy
romance novel. Usually men shun the genre, but Mullens has embraced this author with
gusto.

“I was reading the back of the book and thought this is something I could get into,” he said.
“Growing up, I didn’t do a lot of reading. I'd fall asleep when I got into a book. But with this
author here, I can’t put her books down.

“I'll read from one to six chapters a day.”

Hampton is an African-American writer based in St. Louis who has written more than 32
books, novellas and anthologies including the popular “The Naughty Series.” She’s been
listed as a top author in Essence and Upscale magazines and listed among the most
influential black female authors.

Mullens plans to read all her works and encouraged his mother and daughter to pick up a
copy.

“She’s the type of author you want to turn off the phone, grab a bag of chocolates and a
throw on a good winter day,” Mullens said. “It's about how she approaches her stories. It
reminds me of everyday life.”

After Mullens described a storyline featuring a middle-age woman who was left by her
husband for a young, hot thing, he decided to keep the ending secret.

“Well, I won't tell you which book in case you get it,” he said.

Mullens is a native of West Virginia who moved to Tulsa in May of last year to work and
now has a goal of attending the Spartan School of Aeronautics. Lately, he has been working
in day labor jobs.

Class A CDL Driver
Magnum Construction
02.18.17 | Tulsa, OK (74103)

Maintenance Mechanic; Welder
AEP Public Service Company of Oklahoma
02.18.17 | Tulsa, OK (74145)

Pressure Vessel Welder
Pecofacet
02.18.17 | Tulsa, OK (74134)

Niiree Aide: Certifiead Niiree Aide CNA

WA AR -
A P “',.-r’

9 TULSAWORLD " . t5
. PLATINUM .

FEEWARDS <

DS

Discounts on just about everything. |
Just for you. Our loyal subscriber.

Latest Local Offers

Blossom Shoppe - Can't Be
There?

Can't Be There? Call Today to Make
Your Presence Felt. 918-663-3030

Hensley Legal Services - $250
Consultation

Divorce consultation only $250! Call 918-
398-5692 or toll free: 800-813-1832
today.

Keller Williams - Classes Starting
Soon

Looking for a Career in Real Estate?
Classes Starting Soon!

S

$ View more local offers

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/columnists/ginniegraham/ginnie-graham-fan-of-romance-books-gets-a-prize-for/article_156d911e-dccb-513c-8ca5-bf0a393cfe9b.htmi[3/2/2017 7:37:13 AM]



http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/gift/blossom-shoppe---can-t-be-there/coupon_1c57f784-92cd-11e5-b1d8-4fa15b289362.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/service/hensley-legal-services---consultation/coupon_a8ff5c10-2cf4-11e6-a0d2-672e75142190.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/education/keller-williams---classes-starting-soon/coupon_89bae336-71d0-11e5-b895-37481fc9b6c8.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/rewards/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/gift/blossom-shoppe---can-t-be-there/coupon_1c57f784-92cd-11e5-b1d8-4fa15b289362.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/gift/blossom-shoppe---can-t-be-there/coupon_1c57f784-92cd-11e5-b1d8-4fa15b289362.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/service/hensley-legal-services---consultation/coupon_a8ff5c10-2cf4-11e6-a0d2-672e75142190.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/service/hensley-legal-services---consultation/coupon_a8ff5c10-2cf4-11e6-a0d2-672e75142190.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/education/keller-williams---classes-starting-soon/coupon_89bae336-71d0-11e5-b895-37481fc9b6c8.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/education/keller-williams---classes-starting-soon/coupon_89bae336-71d0-11e5-b895-37481fc9b6c8.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuEMV5S55V7r2Ur5JkDV2izJ4et8lDgFB70uKNOWM4dT5LBw_SG6POsaGd74_RS_XgxC5aQJRHjHCvDxiagd8nvQU5QY3yRSrpJLKPBYXV3hECR6LcKAGOapL0DkGeC1Sp-bLlqX5-Oh-2v2ZSnBok0yWNlIk9qLzz9Ma4I4XXY-aEggFJIypw8eZYQmm7ABu83q0xiMdCl_X4nFLY5DpSsneok4t2E1K4UKv9pNPY8ig-GT0GFWV16bos7PKRyGJ_WTAhhLU7_qKRQeX9Rr24&sig=Cg0ArKJSzE9MG8qM0Y-4&adurl=http://www.riverspirittulsa.com/&nm=1

Ginnie Graham: Fan of romance books gets a prize for hitting library milestone - Tulsa World: Ginniegraham

Mullens said the Amazon Echo took some getting used to, saying he got the “heebie-jeebies”

when the voice-activated speaker would power up across the room. But, he finds it useful to
keep tabs on traffic, sports and other radio programs.

He can’t speak highly enough of libraries.

“Use the library as much as you can,” he said. “It doesn’t cost anything. It’s a place to go and

get useful information. If you have a problem, go and let them help you. The library is so

helpful.”

Ginnie Graham 918-581-8376
ginnie.graham@tulsaworld.com

Twitter: @GinnieGraham
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