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TULSA, Oklahoma - Have you ever heard of James Herman Banning? The Oklahoma
native was the first African-American to fly across the continental United States.

He did it in a plane he built himself, according to Alicia Latimer, African-American
Resource Center Coordinator for Tulsa City-County Library System.

Banning, born in 1899 in Oklahoma, learned to fly in lowa after his family moved there. He
was the first black aviator to obtain a license from the U.S. Department of
Commerce, EarlyAviators.com states.

The "Fly With Banning" exhibit on display now at Rudisill Regional Library tells some of
the Greatest Stories Never Told, Latimer said. Banning died at an air show with another
pilot at the controls.

The Banning exhibit will be in the lobby through March 10, 2017. It's free and open to the
public at 1520 North Hartford Avenue.
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‘:'E Jasson Hornsey - Works at None of your Business

~Z=  The definitely could have chosen something else exhibit, for example superman.
Anything but that.

Like - Reply - Feb 9, 2017 1:52pm

| £*s| Rhonda G. Couch - Vian, Oklahoma

== Kenneth Bingham...you are right Calbraith Rodgers did make the first transcontinental
flight. But if you would have "read" the article, you would have found that James
Hedrman Banning was the "first African-American" to fly coast to coast.

Like - Reply - Feb 9, 2017 9:26pm

Kenneth Bingham

Rhonda G. Couch And | say again....So what? Just because a person from a different
race does the same thing does not mean they should be celebrated. It's already been
done and recorded...find something that hasn't been done and conquer that.

Like - Reply - Feb 10, 2017 1:42pm

Sunny Morgan - UC Berkeley
Now that's cool!
Like - Reply - Feb 9, 2017 12:48pm

Malc Dekab
cool

Like - Reply - €5 1 - Feb 9, 2017 9:50am

I3 Facebook Comments Plugin

News more

Voters Decide On School Bond Issues

Green Country voters are deciding the fate of several school bonds at the polls Tuesday.

Chance The Rapper Coming To Tulsa In May

Just days after winning three Grammys including "Best New Artist," Chance the Rapper is coming to Tulsa in May.
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