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Holocaust survivor Tomi Reichental speaks to
a packed house at Temple Israel on Thursday
evening. CORY YOUNG/Tulsa World
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By BILL SHERMAN Faith and Values Writer |

3 comments
Temple Israel was packed Thursday night as
Tulsans came out to learn about one of the
darkest chapters in human history from a
man who lived it.

Tomi Reichental, a survivor of the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp in Germany,
spoke at Tulsa’s 19th annual Yom
HaShoah/Interfaith Holocaust
Commemoration, and spoke this week at
several Tulsa schools.

Tulsan Alice Blue, in introducing Reichental,
said her parents also were survivors of
Bergen-Belsen.

Reichental said the persecution that led to
Bergen-Belsen began years earlier when he
was forced to wear a yellow star, tormented
by his neighbors and not allowed to go to
public schools or movie theaters.

“It was very frightening for a 6-year-old
boy,” he said.

When he was 9, he and his family were
captured by the Gestapo and shipped away
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in cattle cars.

“There was no privacy or hygiene. The
stench was unbearable. There was very little
food or water.”

Seven days later they arrived at Bergen-
Belsen.

“The people there looked like living skeletons. The starvation was unbearable,” he said.

“Inmates were dying by the hundreds. Emaciated bodies were thrown onto heaps in front
of our barracks.”

He said the children played among the piles of rotting corpses.

Some 58,000 Jews were deported from Slovakia. About 350 to 500 of them survived, he
said.

“I lost 35 members of my family.
“My survival and appearance here is a miracle,” he said.
The camp was liberated by the British on April 15, 1945.

Recently Reichental had the privilege of meeting and thanking a soldier who liberated the
camp.

“It was the best thing I ever did in my life,” the soldier told him.

After the war, Reichental moved to Israel, served in the Israeli army, studied engineering in
Germany, and then moved to Dublin, Ireland, where he married, raised his family and still
lives.

“It took me 55 years before I had the courage and the strength to tell my story,” he said.
His wife died without hearing the details of his concentration camp experience.

“For the past 12 years, I have devoted my life to speaking about the Holocaust,” he said.
“The Holocaust must never be forgotten.”

He has spoken to more than 100,000 students.

He wrote a memoir, “I Was a Boy in Belsen,” and his story has been told in two
documentaries, “Till the Tenth Generation: The Story of Tomi Reichental” and “Close to
Evil.”

Reichental said the Holocaust was about racism.

“My mission is to foster understanding among people of different backgrounds, ...
combating racism and bigotry, and advancing reconciliation and tolerance.”
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He said he attempted to meet and reconcile with a German woman, a convicted war
criminal who had been one of his guards, thinking she would have changed. But she was
unrepentant and not willing to meet him.

“Most people stood by while the Jews were nearly wiped out in central Europe,” he said.

“What happened might happen again. We are all possible victims, possible perpetrators,
possible bystanders,” he said.

i\ | Knowledge. Action. Impact.
Rabbi Marc Fitzerman of B'nai Emunah Congregation led a candlelighting ceremony in

memory of some of the Holocaust victims. Reichental lit a candle in memory of the 35
members of his family who died.

The event was sponsored by the Tulsa Council for Holocaust Education, which is a

committee of the Jewish Federation of Tulsa, and by the Tulsa City-County Library, in

cooperation with dozens of local interfaith and community organizations. Latest Local Offers
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