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Novelist Ann Patchett is a fan of happy
endings, in fiction as well as in life.

When the other independent bookstores in
Nashville, where Patchett makes her home,
closed their doors, Patchett opened her own
bookstore so that passionate lovers of

literature would have a place to discover
new books.

Kristin Bender, Peggy Helmerich and Marcy
Robinowitz at Snug Harbor at Southern Hills
Country Club at the luncheon to plan for this
year's Peggy V. Helmerich Distinguished
Author Award that will honor novelist Ann
Patchett. MICHAEL WYKE/Tulsa World

Even her own novels tend to resolve in
positive or almost positive ways.

As Patchett said in a Tulsa World interview
earlier this year, “There are positive stories
out there. They do exist. I'm writing from my
own experience in a lot of ways, and I have
to say that I've known a lot more

wonderfully kind people than I have serial
killers.”
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Patchett will be rewarded for her wide
ranging work as a novelist, essayist and
champion of the printed book, when she is
presented with the 2014 Peggy V. Helmerich
Distinguished Author Award.

The award — an engraved crystal book and a
$40,000 cash prize — will be presented at a
gala dinner on Dec. 5. The evening will

feature a special performance by opera star
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Patchett will also take part in a free public event Dec. 6, in which she will talk about her

career, answer questions and sign copies of her books.

Patchett is the 29th recipient of the award, whose previous honorees have included Nobel
Latest Local Offers

Prize winners Toni Morrison and Saul Bellow; American literary icons Eudora Welty, John

Updike, Norman Mailer and Ray Bradbury; playwright Neil Simon; British novelists John le
Four Seasons Sunrooms FREE

In-home Estimate!

HURRY, OUR FACTORY
INCENTIVES WILL BE ENDING
SOON! Call today for a FREE in-
home estimate!

Carre, lan McEwan and Kazuo Ishiguro; and historians William Manchester and David
McCullough (the only two-time recipient of the award).

Patchett is the author of best-selling novels “Bel Canto,” “State of Wonder” and “The

Magician’s Assistance,” and three volumes of non-fiction, the most recent being “This is the
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Story of a Happy Marriage.”

Event details: Gala dinner, 6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 5, at the Librarium, 1115 S. Denver Ave.

Attire: Black tie

Sponsors: Tulsa Library Trust and Tulsa City-County Library

Chairs: Kristin Bender, Marcy Rabinowitz

Tickets: $175. To order, call 918-549-7366

For more: helmerichaward.org
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