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What does Microsoft’s staggering $2.5 billion
purchase of Mojang get it? A few dozen
employees and two fairly obscure game
concepts.

But most importantly it also gets Minecraft,
which is one of the most popular games
available today and a genuine cultural
phenomenon.

The colorful yet blocky game has been sold
over 54 million times on computers, tablets,
smartphones and the PlayStation and Xbox
console families. Toys and shirts featuring
blobs of squares roughly in the shape of
pickaxes, pigs and people are easy to find.

And this Halloween, you could see kids
wearing square boxes on their head
representing main character Steve or a
green-hued, explosive creeper.

Though Minecraft was originally released in
2009, it’s showing no signs of slowing
down. How has the game managed to
enthrall tens of millions of players?

At its core, Minecraft is a building game. The
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Source: NPD Group statistics
As players gather more resources, they can
build more elaborate homes by combining
various resources. For example, putting
together three iron ingots and two sticks
will create a pickaxe. With time, patience or
ingenuity, players can tame and reshape the
entire world however they see fit.

Or players can jump into “creative” mode,
which drops the survival angle and gives
access to every type of tool and building
material immediately. The Internet is filled
with incredible creations, such as full-sized
re-creations of the King’s Landing city from
“Game of Thrones,” the Taj Mahal, Frank
Lloyd Wright's architecture and countless
more. Some designers have even figured out
how to create working computers that can

solve simple math problems.

Lukas Nerten, a 13-year-old living in Owasso, said he’s been coming back to the game for
over three years now.

“I like the fact that you can build pretty much anything you want, though you have to
collect a lot of resources to do it,” he said.

Minecraft has been embraced by educational organizations as a creativity tool. The Tulsa
City County Library has held Minecraft events at several of its branches, with the Owasso
branch set to revive them from 4 to 5 p.m. on Oct. 1, 8 and 15.

Steven Hulford, children’s library associate at Owasso, said the branch’s previous Minecraft
events were well-attended.

“They were very successful,” he said. “Some people drove up from other cities to
participate.”

While the first Owasso Minecraft events were build-offs that challenged kids to see what
they could build with set materials, the upcoming events will be organized around themes,
such as building a dream home or imagining where they’d like to work, Hulford said.

“Much like books take you into a different world, Minecraft is the same concept,” he said.
“But while books are preconstructed, with Minecraft you can be the author of the story.”

My experience with Minecraft went a little differently. My plans to construct a massive
fortress were interrupted when I broke through the ceiling of a huge cavern while mining
for rock. I immediately forgot my architectural aspirations and started exploring.

For days I wandered through the cavern, encountering ruined minecart tracks, lava lakes
and increasingly strange monsters as I went deeper down. Though the world was
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randomly generated, I couldn’t stop myself from pressing further into it and discovering

what I could find just a little farther on.

Minecraft isn’t a game with a set story or goals. It is, often literally, what you make of it. It’s
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likely this virtual playground will keep our imaginations going for many years to come.

Robert Evatt 918-581-8447

robert.evatt@tulsaworld.com

I:l @ W Tweet
| Discuss |

Similar Stories

= Police search for convenience store robbers

= 19-year-old man arrested on suspicion of arson in
house fire that hospitalized several children

= Oklahoma Agriculture
= Oklahoma oil and gas drilling

= Norman startup offers app to warn truckers about bad
weather ahead

|Pinit| - 0 0
Print

Most Read

= OU Sports: Don't expect to hear a "Rocky Top" vs.
"Boomer Sooner" band battle on Saturday

» Tulsa exorcist facing increasing ‘demonic activity';
Black Mass Sunday

= University of Tulsa student charged with child abuse
murder in death of 6-week-old son

= Oklahoma woman claims spaghetti strainer as
religious headwear in license picture

= 'Cherokee Outlets' to bring 1,000 jobs to Catoosa

Join the conversation.

Anyone can post a comment on Tulsa World stories. You can either sign in to your Tulsa World account

or use Facebook.

Sign in to vour online account . If you don't have an account, create one for free . To comment through
Facebook, please sign in to your account before you comment.

Read our commenting policy.

1 comment:

jfanch-208

©O 06

Iz Share on Twitter

[E; share on Facebook I Post Comment

&) Photos

& Videos

Featured Businesses

Your Design
918-994-4473

Your
Design

John Hausam Property

Management and Leasing
918-492-8700
http://www.johnhausam.com

=
{iom
'-l-d‘

John Hausam

Properey Managemene & Leasing

VOCA - Voice of China and
Asia

918-392-0560
http://www.voiceofchinaandasia.com

VOICE OF CHINA AND ASIA
Fiaang Lp & New Generscen for Crnist

Jackson Cars And Credit
918-832-9000
http://jacksoncarsandcredit.com

Jackson

CARS m{ CREDIT

Oral Roberts University
918-495-7072
http://www.oru.edu

ORU

GRAL ROBERTS UNIVERSITY

Find alocal business

Today's E-Edition

ULSAWORLD

r shows ‘little to no’ remorse | OHF:

e — = : Frooper
e - turned off
. | = dash cam

‘Above and tu)éym;t-:hl"

Herpic deeds reecive long-overdue honors

Lawmaker
stands by
sLAlEMments

[re— —
1 [ERLEIIET

http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage5/tech-tuesday-the-billion-appeal-of-minecraft/article_12050b17-b3al-55c1-b618-d746cb10854d.htmI[9/16/2014 7:49:49 AM]


http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/popular?type=article
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/popular?type=article
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/your-design/business_1126860278.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/john-hausam-property-management-and-leasing/business_4000038279.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/voca-voice-of-china-and-asia/business_4000045473.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/jackson-cars-and-credit/business_1131326544.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/oral-roberts-university/business_4000049365.html
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/homepage5/26166475/Right2/default/empty.gif/78732f6568464836573538414468576a?x
http://www.tulsaworld.com/marketplace/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/your-design/business_1126860278.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/john-hausam-property-management-and-leasing/business_4000038279.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/john-hausam-property-management-and-leasing/business_4000038279.html
http://www.johnhausam.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/voca-voice-of-china-and-asia/business_4000045473.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/voca-voice-of-china-and-asia/business_4000045473.html
http://www.voiceofchinaandasia.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/jackson-cars-and-credit/business_1131326544.html
http://jacksoncarsandcredit.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/oral-roberts-university/business_4000049365.html
http://www.oru.edu/
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/homepage5/1310654760/Right3/default/empty.gif/78732f6568464836573538414468576a?x
http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition
http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/e-edition/edition_da634ec8-526b-503f-9c78-ddce981f5335.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage5/tech-tuesday-the-billion-appeal-of-minecraft/article_12050b17-b3a1-55c1-b618-d746cb10854d.html?mode=print
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/police-search-for-convenience-store-robbers/article_ef74216e-7d49-5dd1-81fa-7433cbcb92e3.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/year-old-man-arrested-on-suspicion-of-arson-in-house/article_65d4e9a2-3ba0-57ed-a8a7-035455cd2ef3.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/year-old-man-arrested-on-suspicion-of-arson-in-house/article_65d4e9a2-3ba0-57ed-a8a7-035455cd2ef3.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/oklahoma-agriculture/article_a4b26104-0244-5028-801f-3418134c12c9.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/oklahoma-oil-and-gas-drilling/article_f1d8113d-98d0-59fa-b8d6-e9e24d20670c.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/norman-startup-offers-app-to-warn-truckers-about-bad-weather/article_fe63d656-d54f-5e2a-85f1-fd07d53853b1.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/norman-startup-offers-app-to-warn-truckers-about-bad-weather/article_fe63d656-d54f-5e2a-85f1-fd07d53853b1.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/blogs/sports/ou/ou-sports-don-t-expect-to-hear-a-rocky-top/article_377f572f-6a92-5b20-b7f6-5bb6e2d5df2a.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/blogs/sports/ou/ou-sports-don-t-expect-to-hear-a-rocky-top/article_377f572f-6a92-5b20-b7f6-5bb6e2d5df2a.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/tulsa-exorcist-facing-increasing-demonic-activity-black-mass-sunday/article_78b25dd2-0aa6-537e-9062-d1777ce54478.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/tulsa-exorcist-facing-increasing-demonic-activity-black-mass-sunday/article_78b25dd2-0aa6-537e-9062-d1777ce54478.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage3/university-of-tulsa-student-charged-with-child-abuse-murder-in/article_584888f8-9f64-518c-9582-d1b90dea0c00.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage3/university-of-tulsa-student-charged-with-child-abuse-murder-in/article_584888f8-9f64-518c-9582-d1b90dea0c00.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/dailybreak/oklahoma-woman-claims-spaghetti-strainer-as-religious-headwear-in-license/article_21d070a0-b516-525c-9ba1-d072529d6eef.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/dailybreak/oklahoma-woman-claims-spaghetti-strainer-as-religious-headwear-in-license/article_21d070a0-b516-525c-9ba1-d072529d6eef.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/cherokee-outlets-to-bring-jobs-to-catoosa/article_8edbf76b-dbf2-507b-b483-d3d7db8c5c70.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/users/login/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/users/signup/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/privacy.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.tulsaworld.com/users/profile/jfanch-208
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#

Tech Tuesday: The $2.5 billion appeal of Minecraft - Tulsa World: Homepage5

O Your real name will display with your post. Sign up for email newsletters

Email: ]
Ivan Vaz posted at 7:08 am on Tue, Sep 16, 2014. | Enter Email | W
a8 [dBreaking News

of the games in that top 10 list it is important to note that those other [ paily Headlines

Posts: games have come and went while Minecraft has staying power. [ DailyDealTulsa.com Offers

Arepor | o Link [Jou sports
[Josu Sports

[ TU Sports

DHigh School Sports

|:|Food & Restaurants
Print comments |:|Weekend: Things to Do
[JHome & Garden
[CDbowntown Tulsa
[JReal Estate
[JAdvertising Offers
[JcContest Alerts

[Joutdoors

Display Ads

AMERICAN
STAFFCORP

Updated: Yesterday

OKLAHOMA
PRESS ASSOC

Updated: September 13

TULSA WORLD-
HR

Updated: Yesterday

KEY PERSONNEL

http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage5/tech-tuesday-the-billion-appeal-of-minecraft/article_12050b17-b3al-55c1-b618-d746cb10854d.htmI[9/16/2014 7:49:49 AM]


javascript:void(0)
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/american-staffcorp/pdfdisplayad_4a20ccbf-2117-5b76-80a3-d4b0a62e6e19.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/american-staffcorp/pdfdisplayad_4a20ccbf-2117-5b76-80a3-d4b0a62e6e19.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/american-staffcorp/pdfdisplayad_4a20ccbf-2117-5b76-80a3-d4b0a62e6e19.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/oklahoma-press-assoc/pdfdisplayad_47423b4b-73f3-5cb7-99f8-f63e0c093b5f.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/oklahoma-press-assoc/pdfdisplayad_47423b4b-73f3-5cb7-99f8-f63e0c093b5f.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/oklahoma-press-assoc/pdfdisplayad_47423b4b-73f3-5cb7-99f8-f63e0c093b5f.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/tulsa-world-hr/pdfdisplayad_ea3e3470-ebd9-5c7a-9f84-c7fe159a0a3c.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/tulsa-world-hr/pdfdisplayad_ea3e3470-ebd9-5c7a-9f84-c7fe159a0a3c.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/tulsa-world-hr/pdfdisplayad_ea3e3470-ebd9-5c7a-9f84-c7fe159a0a3c.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/key-personnel/pdfdisplayad_69bf9dc0-4b3c-597a-b8c1-a4dc51225af6.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/key-personnel/pdfdisplayad_69bf9dc0-4b3c-597a-b8c1-a4dc51225af6.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/?l=10
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage5/tech-tuesday-the-billion-appeal-of-minecraft/article_12050b17-b3a1-55c1-b618-d746cb10854d.html?mode=print-comments
http://www.tulsaworld.com/users/profile/intell-260
http://www.tulsaworld.com/users/profile/intell-260
http://www.tulsaworld.com/users/profile/intell-260
javascript:void(0)

Tech Tuesday: The $2.5 billion appeal of Minecraft - Tulsa World: Homepage5

Updated: Yesterday

STAND-BY
PERSONNEL

Updated: Yesterday

More Display Ads

Sections Info Search
"ﬁ I ULSAW()RLD Home Weekend About Us
News Weather Contact Us | | Search
Customer Service: 918-582-0921, 800-444- Sports Photo Corrections Search in:
6552, ci i Business Video Subscription Services
Newsroom: 918-581-8400 Scene Investigations -~ Submission Forms All [ Opinion
news@tulsaworld.com Communities Obits Site Index [ News O Weekerjd
Website: web@tulsaworld.com Blogs Contests Add Search Toolbar O Spo.rts O PhOtOY'de9
: * Opini Classified Pri poli [ Business [ !Investigations
Place a display ad: 918-581-8510 pinion assiieas ;lvacy olicy [ scene [ obituaries
Advertise fn
Place a classified ad: 918-583-2121 Store [0 Communities [ Photos
. [ Blogs [ Video
Address: 315 S. Boulder Ave. Contractor

Tulsa, OK 74103

Tulsa World, Tulsa, OK © 2014 BH Media Group Holdings, Inc. Powered by BLOX Content Management System from TownNews.com. [Terms of Use | Privacy Policy]

http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage5/tech-tuesday-the-billion-appeal-of-minecraft/article_12050b17-b3al-55c1-b618-d746ch10854d.htmI[9/16/2014 7:49:49 AM]


mailto:circulation@tulsaworld.com
mailto:news@tulsaworld.com
mailto:web@tulsaworld.com
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news
http://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities
http://www.tulsaworld.com/blogs
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weekend
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weather
http://www.tulsaworld.com/photo
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.tulsaworldtv.com'));
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/investigations
http://www.tulsaworld.com/obituaries
http://www.tulsaworld.com/contests
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/about.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/contact.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/forms/online_services/corrections/corrections__clarifications
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/services
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/forms
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/site_index
javascript:window.external.AddSearchProvider('http://www.simplicity.bloxcms.com/search/opensearch/generic.xml');
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/privacy.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/app/mediakit/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/store
http://www.tulsaworld.com/contractor
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://bloxcms.com/
http://townnews.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/terms.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/privacy.html
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/homepage5/136124227/Top3/default/empty.gif/78732f6568464836573538414468576a?x
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/stand-by-personnel/pdfdisplayad_ee869068-9f15-5e80-974b-814d673dc816.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/stand-by-personnel/pdfdisplayad_ee869068-9f15-5e80-974b-814d673dc816.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/stand-by-personnel/pdfdisplayad_ee869068-9f15-5e80-974b-814d673dc816.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/?l=10
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/?l=10
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/homepage5/1367549392/Bottom/default/empty.gif/78732f6568464836573538414468576a?x

	tulsaworld.com
	Tech Tuesday: The $2.5 billion appeal of Minecraft - Tulsa World: Homepage5


	YxOC1kNzQ2Y2IxMDg1NGQuaHRtbAA=: 
	form1: 
	q: Search for stories and photos
	input13: 
	input5: 


	g9OTA/QWNyb2JhdFdlYkNhcFRJRDYA: 
	form0: 
	button0: 


	g9OTA/QWNyb2JhdFdlYkNhcFRJRDkA: 
	form0: 
	lsd: AVpVuVj0
	href: http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage5/tech-tuesday-the-billion-appeal-of-minecraft/article_12050b17-b3a1-55c1-b618-d746cb10854d.html
	action: recommend
	nobootload: 
	iframe_referer: http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage5/tech-tuesday-the-billion-appeal-of-minecraft/article_12050b17-b3a1-55c1-b618-d746cb10854d.html
	r_ts: 1410871599
	ref: .VBgxLuiGbgQ.like
	xfbml: 
	button0: 
	lsd_(1): AVpVuVj0
	href_(1): http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage5/tech-tuesday-the-billion-appeal-of-minecraft/article_12050b17-b3a1-55c1-b618-d746cb10854d.html
	action_(1): recommend
	nobootload_(1): 
	iframe_referer_(1): http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepage5/tech-tuesday-the-billion-appeal-of-minecraft/article_12050b17-b3a1-55c1-b618-d746cb10854d.html
	r_ts_(1): 1410871599
	ref_(1): .VBgxLuiGbgQ.like
	xfbml_(1): 


	YxOC1kNzQ2Y2IxMDg1NGQuaHRtbAA=: 
	form7: 
	input5: 


	YxOC1kNzQ2Y2IxMDg1NGQuaHRtbAA=: 
	form0: 
	input0: 
	comment: Begin typing here...


	MwMD9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElEMTMA: 
	PageForm: 
	txtEmailAddress: Enter Email
	btnSave: 
	checkAudience: F157A77C-B871-4A83-9046-A36DD780297A
	checkAudience_(1): A1252BA4-9A9E-4C43-B357-A553396090F6
	checkAudience_(1)_(2): AA5B1B95-7FAF-473D-BE3E-B3DE5BD04F93
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3): 2D9F3BE8-8251-494D-93C9-C985223D30AA
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4): C54166EB-E756-4267-880B-BA3476E9B18E
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5): 81137201-C96E-4302-9A02-E1EE5AE31D7F
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6): 31775A41-D969-4C65-8FF7-1053D23B7AC1
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6)_(7): 41ECF97B-0A88-4C40-B4F1-5D1D1D51E4FD
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6)_(7)_(8): 1EF049FA-41F3-4491-BFDE-277DAA987FA6
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6)_(7)_(8)_(9): C184A64B-C7BE-4715-A0BE-FD771247BBE8
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6)_(7)_(8)_(9)_(10): EE37DCD5-0696-4D82-AEBF-3168C6C09C28
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6)_(7)_(8)_(9)_(10)_(11): 67FF5CEA-91FE-4D40-BA4E-2469854C3A19
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6)_(7)_(8)_(9)_(10)_(11)_(12): E4AA3DC3-F345-4D97-859F-6095CEBF2EDE
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6)_(7)_(8)_(9)_(10)_(11)_(12)_(13): E4A922C3-A961-4D66-9B79-5A72D2D1752C
	checkAudience_(1)_(2)_(3)_(4)_(5)_(6)_(7)_(8)_(9)_(10)_(11)_(12)_(13)_(14): 8F7F2B33-61C0-4026-BB46-4309DB162886


	YxOC1kNzQ2Y2IxMDg1NGQuaHRtbAA=: 
	form3: 
	input1: all
	input7: news*
	input13: sports*
	input19: business*
	input25: scene*
	input31: communities*
	input37: blogs*
	input1_(1): opinion*
	input7_(1): weekend*
	input13_(1): photovideo*
	input19_(1): investigations*
	input25_(1): obituaries*
	input31_(1): image
	input37_(1): video,vmix,youtube
	q: 
	input9: 




