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Zarrow winner Jack Gantos coming to
 Tulsa to speak on his life, books

Jack Gantos will be in Tulsa for events this weekend.


Posted: Sunday, August 17, 2014 12:00 am

By JAMES D. WATTS JR.
World Scene Writer |

0 comments

Prolific author Jack Gantos, whose books
 include the adventures of a thoroughly
 rotten cat named Ralph and a series about a
 young boy navigating the treacherous
 worlds of family and fifth grade, will be in
 Tulsa this weekend to take part in events
 associated with his winning the 2014 Anne
 V. Zarrow Award for Young Readers’
 Literature.

The award, $7,500 in cash and an engraved
 crystal book, is sponsored by the Tulsa
 Library Trust.

Gantos will receive the award at a ceremony
 7 p.m. Friday at the Hardesty Regional
 Library, 8316 E. 93rd St.

Gantos will speak about his life and works. He also will present awards to the winners of the
 2014 Young People’s Creative Writing Contest at the ceremony. Following questions from
 the audience, he will sign copies of his books.

Gantos has won numerous awards including the Newbery Medal for “Dead End in Norvelt,”
 his 2012 novel whose protagonist is a young man named Jack Gantos, living in a small
 Pennsylvania town similar to the one in which the real Gantos lived.

“Dead End in Norvelt” and its recently published sequel, “From Norvelt to Nowhere,” draw
 in part from events in Gantos’ own life — which is true for many of his books, such as the
 series about Jack Henry.

Humor is a big part of his stories, but Gantos’ best work contains a bit of a dark edge. In an
 interview on the website “Seven Impossible Things Before Breakfast,” Gantos said of his
 writing, “When I write a book that I think everyone is just going to love, then I know I’m on
 the wrong track.”

Gantos grew up in Norvelt, Pennsylvania; when he was 7, the family moved to Barbados,

0
Recommend

More videos:




ScreenPlay

Starred Up
 (Trailer)

Gantos


http://www.tulsaworld.com/jobs/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/autos/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/sale/pet/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homes/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/contests/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/findit/
http://www.dailydealtulsa.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/other/ads/?l=10
http://www.tulsaworld.com/specialprojects/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/app/mediakit/
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/scene/books/L26/1580555327/Right1/BHMedia/tul_Infuzion_2014_08_20_22_ROS/infuzion.300x250.nt.gif/78732f6568464836573538414468576a?x
http://www.tulsaworld.com/video
http://ads.bhmedianetwork.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/tulsaworld.com/scene/books/2142246227/Frame1/default/empty.gif/78732f6568464836573538414468576a?x
http://tulsaworld.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=95583&productid=12731890
http://www.dailydealtulsa.com/
http://tulsaworld.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=95583&productid=12731890
http://tulsaworld.secondstreetapp.com/l/Tulsa-Worlds-Best-in-the-World/Ballot
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/make_tulsaworldcom_your_home_page_on_your_computer.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/headlines/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/my_subscription.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/eedition/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/services/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/users/profile/jfanch-208
javascript:tncms_logout();
https://tulsaworld-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/admin/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/contact.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/sportsextra/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/business/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/communities/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/blogs/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/opinion/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weekend/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/weather/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/photo/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/video
http://www.tulsaworld.com/databases/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/obituaries/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/calendar/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/store/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/books/
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/books/zarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on/article_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html?mode=story
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/books/zarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on/article_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html?mode=story
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/books/zarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on/article_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html?mode=print
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
javascript:void(0)
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=26414220&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=22222&playlistId=10658&siteSection=tulsa_ent_mov_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.tulsaworld.com%252Fscene%252Fbooks%252Fzarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on%252Farticle_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=26414220&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=22222&playlistId=10658&siteSection=tulsa_ent_mov_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.tulsaworld.com%252Fscene%252Fbooks%252Fzarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on%252Farticle_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=26414220&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=22222&playlistId=10658&siteSection=tulsa_ent_mov_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.tulsaworld.com%252Fscene%252Fbooks%252Fzarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on%252Farticle_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=26414220&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=22222&playlistId=10658&siteSection=tulsa_ent_mov_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.tulsaworld.com%252Fscene%252Fbooks%252Fzarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on%252Farticle_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=26414220&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=22222&playlistId=10658&siteSection=tulsa_ent_mov_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.tulsaworld.com%252Fscene%252Fbooks%252Fzarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on%252Farticle_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=26414220&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=22222&playlistId=10658&siteSection=tulsa_ent_mov_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.tulsaworld.com%252Fscene%252Fbooks%252Fzarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on%252Farticle_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=26447760&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=22222&playlistId=10658&siteSection=tulsa_ent_mov_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.tulsaworld.com%252Fscene%252Fbooks%252Fzarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on%252Farticle_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=26414223&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=22222&playlistId=10658&siteSection=tulsa_ent_mov_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.tulsaworld.com%252Fscene%252Fbooks%252Fzarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on%252Farticle_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=26414220&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=22222&playlistId=10658&siteSection=tulsa_ent_mov_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.tulsaworld.com%252Fscene%252Fbooks%252Fzarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on%252Farticle_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html




http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/books/zarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on/article_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html?mode=image&photo=0


http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=26414220&trackingGroup=91468&widgetId=22222&playlistId=10658&siteSection=tulsa_ent_mov_fro&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.tulsaworld.com%252Fscene%252Fbooks%252Fzarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on%252Farticle_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html



Zarrow winner Jack Gantos coming to Tulsa to speak on his life, books - Tulsa World: Books

http://www.tulsaworld.com/scene/books/zarrow-winner-jack-gantos-coming-to-tulsa-to-speak-on/article_c51760f5-6eb4-5586-a88b-79d06ba3a3b9.html[8/21/2014 9:48:11 AM]

Latest Local Offers


Bella Vita Spa and Salon - 15%
 OFF


Back to School Teen Facial 15% OFF!


John Hausam Property
 Management


Beautiful Home in a Wonderful
 Neighborhood!


Dandi Pest Control


Free Termite Inspections!!!!


PeopleSource Current
 Openings


Combo Header Welders- Catoosa


Avon - FREE Eye Makeup
 Remover


Buy Mascara & Get a FREE Eye
 Makeup Remover!

 View more local offers

New upscale outlet mall planned for west
 Tulsa

TVtype: Oklahoma's Carrie Underwood and
 hubby Mike Fisher take the ALS Ice Bucket
 Challenge

Gang brought $10 million in drugs through
 Tulsa, feds say

0

 Discuss Print

Similar Stories
Dr. K: Palliative care can help patients with incurable

 disease

Ask Amy: Long-term marriage is lonely, lacks spark

Best Bets: ‘Nanyehi’, Just Between Friends

Tulsa is home to many iconic steaks and steakhouses

Trisha Yearwood announces new album, cookbook

Most Read
New upscale outlet mall planned for west Tulsa

Hollis teacher faces charges of sex with student

TVtype: Oklahoma's Carrie Underwood and hubby
 Mike Fisher take the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge

Gang brought $10 million in drugs through Tulsa, feds
 say

Gang brought $10 million in drugs through Tulsa, feds
 say

 where Gantos developed a love of reading.

When Gantos was in the sixth grade, he came across his sister’s diary and decided he could
 write something better than that. Those journals would become the source of many incidents
 in his later work.

Once out of high school, Gantos got caught up in an ill-fated scheme to smuggle drugs —
 recounted in his memoir, “Hole in My Life.” He spent 18 months in prison, an experience
 that made him determined to be a writer. Following prison, he entered college to study
 creative writing.

It was in college that he made his first professional sale, a collaboration with artist Nicole
 Rubel on the first of the “Rotten Ralph” picture books.

Gantos’ work also includes two stand-alone novels for young adults: “Desire Lines,” about a
 teenager whose knowledge of a relationship between two fellow students puts him in a
 moral quandary, and “The Love Curse of the Rumbaughs,” a dark, quirky story about the
 inhabitants of a small Pennsylvania town.

For more information, call the library at 918-549-7323, or visit tulsalibrary.org.

James D. Watts Jr. 918-581-8478

james.watts@tulsaworld.com

Join the conversation.
Anyone can post a comment on Tulsa World stories. You can either sign in to your Tulsa World account
 or use Facebook.

Sign in to your online account . If you don't have an account, create one for free . To comment through
 Facebook, please sign in to your account before you comment.

Read our commenting policy.
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