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$1 million public fundraising effort
 launched for Central Library
 renovation

 Posted: Saturday, May 17, 2014 2:00 am

By KIM ARCHER World Staff Writer | 11 comments

Correction: An earlier version of this story
 incorrectly reported the sources of funding
 for the library renovation. The story has
 been corrected.

Former Tulsa Mayor Robert LaFortune
 kicked off a $1 million public fundraising
 campaign for renovations to Tulsa’s Central
 Library on Friday by dropping a $20 bill
 into a clear acrylic donations box.

“We’re on our way,” he said of the two-year
 “Tulsa Central Library Renewed” project.

Inside the nearly 50-year-old downtown
 building, demolition is already underway,
 said Gary Shaffer, CEO of the Tulsa City-
County Library system. The building closed
 last August, and the Librarium, at 1110 S.
 Denver Ave., opened a short time later to
 provide services during the Central Library
 renovations.

“Libraries have transitioned. They are no
 longer warehouses. They are places where
 people can convene, collaborate and
 create,” LaFortune said during the
 announcement outside Central Library at
 Fifth Street and Denver Avenue.

Karen Keith and Michael Dupont look over a
 model of the plaza renovations Friday during
 the Central Library’s $1 million fundraising
 kickoff. STEPHEN PINGRY/Tulsa World
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The library is raising $23 million in its
 private fundraising campaign, kicked off
 with a generous donation from The Bezalel
 Fund/Charles and Lynn Schusterman
 Family Foundation, he said.

The $48 million project includes replacing
 mechanical systems and adding a parking
 garage, a cafe with outdoor seating and
 other features.

The renovated library will have one entrance
 off Fifth Street with drop-off and pick-up
 parking, as well as a media production lab
 and a garden area for programs and film
 showings.

The Tulsa Library Commission earmarked
 $15 million for the project, while another
 $10 million is part of the Improve Our Tulsa
 funds that city voters approved in

 November. Tulsa Library Trust, a nonprofit that supports the library system, is raising the
 remaining funds.

Shaffer said bids on the renovations will go out in June, and construction is set to begin in
 August.

Lynn Schusterman, founder and co-chairwoman of her family’s foundation, said libraries
 are the “great equalizer that makes knowledge and learning available to all.”

“This is so vitally important as we try to move into the 22nd century,” she said.

Tulsa County Commissioner Karen Keith said she is particularly excited about the prospect
 of a new exterior for the building.

“This will be a wonderful interactive space for our public,” she said.

Kim Archer 918-581-8315

kim.archer@tulsaworld.com

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 public fundraising campaign Friday for the
 Central Library renovations. STEPHEN
 PINGRY/Tulsa World
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Posts: 3416

 Jean Taylor posted at 11:53 am on Sun, May 18, 2014.

The TCCL had $25 million sitting in its bank account last report I saw. Why
 not use some of that surplus for the Central Library remodeling? And too,
 the TCCL's property tax allotment is too big a chunk if it's able to sock
 away $25 million in bank account. Give them less of a percentage, and put
 the money towards other worthy causes and institutions under the
 property tax's umbrella of designated entities. I'd say give a portion of
 TCCL's allotment to TPS, but until and unless illegals are out of the TPS
 system, I don't want them to get another dime. Illegals are taking up 30%
 of TPS student seats. When is our country going to start obeying the
 immigration laws that are written in the U.S. Constitution? 2016? Check
 out: AZ park ranger shot drug cartel.

  Link

 

Posts: 2716

 Gordon Mills posted at 1:17 pm on Sat, May 17, 2014.

Let George do it.

  Link

 

Posts: 662

 John Sakelaris posted at 11:02 am on Sat, May 17, 2014.

Libraries "are no longer warehouses?" Does this imply a lowering of
 priority for maintaining books and other archival materials in favor of
 attractive "places where people can convene, collaborate and create?” A
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Vote for your favorite caption for this week’s
 (5/12/2014) Bruce Plante Cartoon Caption
 Contest.

We have chosen the best submissions and now
 it’s time for our online community to vote for
 the winner. As of April 28 pseudonyms are not
 allowed for entries. The voting deadline is noon
 Thursday. The winning caption will be
 published on Mondays along with the new
 cartoon for the week. The person with the
 winning caption will receive the original
 cartoon with their caption added by Bruce.

  

 Today's E-Edition

Print comments

 public dialog is needed about what might actually be discarded in this
 library of the future.

In any event, I hardly see downtown Tulsa as the best place for this new
 investment of library money.

  Link

Posts: 7

 Kathryn Jennings posted at 8:01 am on Sat, May 17, 2014.

Actually, in response to one of the comments here about the location: major
 cities do have a large library downtown - because that is where city
 libraries started as was the case with TCCL which grew into a system
 thanks to A Beth Martin and then Pat Woodrum and many in Tulsa
 County. This is being renovated - finally- and redesigned to be a place for
 information and discussion which is what libraries are all about - and
 what this system should continue to be. There is a large library library out
 south and two east; a large branch North and probably over time,
 depending on the population and services needed others will be
 expanded. (retired librarian)

  Link

 

Posts: 120

 Beau McElhattan posted at 7:59 pm on Fri, May 16, 2014.

"Lynn Schusterman, founder and co-chairwoman of her family's
 foundation, said libraries are the "great equalizer that makes knowledge
 and learning available to all."

BOOM! Right on the money. Most everything I've ever learned came from
 hours and hours at the Central library.

  Link

 

Posts: 1459

 Ann McWhortor posted at 5:57 pm on Fri, May 16, 2014.

Once it's renovated are they still going to charge to park?

  Link
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