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By Jason Davis
Contributing Writer

Baptist Village Communities honors
God by creating communities and ser-
vices that enhance lives.

This enables it to serve God and one an-
other. One individual that embodies this
philosophy was honored for her work
by LeadingAge Oklahoma, the Oklahoma
state association of not-for-profit senior
living organizations.

Baptist Village of Owasso's Norma Whi-
taker was named resident volunteer of
the year.

Whitaker found her place of ministry
in 1987, Baptist Village of Owasso was
opening a village store and needed some-
one to run it. Norma and husband Gale
stepped in.

“I really went into it blind,” Norma re-
calls. “I'd never [operated a store] be-
fore. My dad did have a store aiter he leit
the farm, and that was my only experi-
ence.”

Nearly 27 vears later, she's still going
strong. She refers to it as her “mission”
and it has become her place to serve.

Largely through her effor
can shop for a wide variety,
out leaving campus.

It truly is remarkable the
into daily operation. No
the products and spends
and pricing items. She uses ¢
sales to keep prices low while still being
profitable. She coordinates a volunteer
network to keep the store running Mon-
day through Friday.

One-hundred percent of store profit
goes right back into village ministry. The
store has donated more than $31,000
throughout the years toward various
projects and campus improvements.
The amount of labor put in more than
26 years is astounding, but she doesn't
want attention brought to herself. She
just enjoys seeing residents maintain
their independence.

Norma was honored for service, but
this passion is carried our by more than
750 friends Team Members every day, as
they serve more than 2,200 people every
day across Oklahoma.

For more information, call toll-{ree (866)
887-2872 or visit baptistvillage.org.
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