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Committee gives green light to
hill to ban texting while driving

Sign up NOW

By Jennifer Brock sion, anyone convicted of the 42 other states that
Oklahoma State Senate  violating the law would have sent a clear and ur-
Communications be punished by a fine not  gent message to their mo-
Division to exceed $500, includ- torists that texting is so
brockilsb.state.ok.is ing court costs. The bill dangerous that they have

was amended in commit- outlawed it.”
The Senate Public Safety tee and the fine, including  According to the Okla-

Committee approved leg-
islation Wednesday that
could save hundreds of
Oklahoma lives. Sen-
ate Bill 442, by Sen. Ron
Sharp, would make it un-
lawful to compose, send
or read a text message
while driving.

“Too many Oklahomans
are tragically being killed
or killing others because
they are texting and
driving,” said Sharp, R-
Shawnee. “Studies have
repeatedly shown that
texting while driving is
as dangerous as drinking
and driving. We've out-
lawed drinking and driv-
ing — now it's time we put
a stop to this dangerous
behavior as well before
more lives are senselessly
lost.”

Under SB 442, which was
carried over from last ses-

court costs, was lowered
to no more than $30 for
first offenses and $50 for
second and subsequent
offenses.

SB 442 was requested
by AAA whose members
are afraid for their safety
on the road because of
other drivers texting.
Chuck Mai, vice president
of public affairs for AAA,
said the organization has
been fighting for a ban on
texting in Oklahoma for
the last five years.

“1 can't think of anything
more dangerous than for
a driver to read, write or
send a text message. Your
eyes are off the road, your
hands are off the wheel
and your mind is not fo-
cused on driving,” said
Mai. “AAA feels it's time
for the Oklahoma legisla-
ture to step up and join

homa Highway Safety Of-
fice there were more than
11,000 crashes in 2012
caused by distracted driv-
ers.

The bill provides exemp-
tions for law enforcement
and safety personnel; driv-
ers of authorized emer-
gency vehicles; someone
operating an amateur
radio or who holds a cur-
rent, valid amateur radio
station license issued by
the FCC; or those who
use a cell phone solely
to contact an emergency
response operator, a hos-
pital, physician’s office,
health clinic, a provider
of ambulance or firefight-
ing services, or a law
enforcement agency in
emergency situations.

SB 442 will now move to
the full Senate for further
consideration.
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ardholders  will
have two additional Free-
gal Music downloads per
week. Now, each week you
can select 5 songs from
dozens of genres and more
than 7-million songs from
10,000 music labels, in-
cluding Sony Music Enter-
tainment. Freegal Music
is designed for all musical
preferences. New songs

ANYONe WNo 1IVes, Works
or goes to school in Tulsa
County is eligible to ap-
ply for a free library card.
The card allows all library
customers the ability to
download up to five songs
per week into their iTunes
account or to their smart-
phone, PC, Mac or any oth-
er MP3 music player. The
best part, customers get
to keep each downloaded
song forever. Songs are
in a high-quality DRM-free
MFP3 format. A Freegal App
also is available in the Ap-
ple App Store and Google
Play for downloading on

Keep up with Collinsville

subscribe!

CALL 918-371-96666

customers during the nrst
year Tulsa City-County Li-
brary offered the service.
We had nearly 150,000
download songs in 2013,"
said Charlotte Frazier, di-
rector of support services
at TCCL. “By adding ad-
ditional downloads each
week, customers have an
opportunity to get more
from a service they already
enjoy.”

To download your free
songs, visit www.tulsali-
brary.org/music, or call
the AskUs Hotline at 918
549-7323 if you need assis-
tance.
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attempt to contoct me for on alernate payment
arrangement. If my card is declined twice in o twelve
maonth period, CPl may cancel this ogreement.

If paying from your checking account,
please attach a voided check.

6. This agreement will remain in effect until conceled
by either party.
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Bring completed form to the Collinsville News office at 1113 W. Main in Collinsville, or mail to

5245, Main, Broken Arrow, OK 74012. Formoreinformation, please call 918-259-7500.
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Contact us

The Collinsville News - Collinsville,
Oklahoma

Phone number: (918) 371-9666
E-mail:

news@th llinsvillenews.com
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