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Child-friendly computers are new attraction at library

By Haylie Smart
Staff Writer
haylies@owassoreporter.com

The Owasso Public Library
has been making new changes
to better serve their members.

The library has added par-
ent/child workshops, parent-
ing books, a new children’s
area and two new computers
specifically for children.

“We added the new comput-
ers a week before Christmas
and the children always go
straight to them now,” said
Youth Librarian, Jennifer Mc-
Quade.

The new computers fea-
ture hundreds of pre-loaded
educational games, includ-
ing Dora the Explorer, Diego,
Peep, Jumpstart and the Magic
School Bus, as well as art pro-
grams and books that can be
read to the child or the child
can read on their own.

“There is no Internet access
to the computers, so the child
doesn't have to deal with ads
on commercial websites or
have to search online for the
games,” she said.

The biggest benefit for the
children is having a computer
that has many games at their

fingertips and is kid friendly
to use. Even the computer is
not like most. It features a kid-
sized mouse, a colorful key-
board and the monitor also is
a touch screen.

“From the parents and librar-
ians perspective, we love hav-
ing a place where they can be
entertained for awhile doing
something educational. We
have one of the computers
right next to an adult comput-
er so parent and child can sit
together,” McQuade said.

Children as young as pre-
school age are able to easily
access the computers and play
the games it offers. It does not
require a library card and chil-
dren can play in 1-hour ses-
sions.

“In addition to these new
computers, we also have a
children’s laptop that can be
checked out and used any-
where in the library for two
hours at a time. It offers the
same games and activities and
does require a library card,”
she said.

A coloring table also is of-
fered near the adult computers
so that child and parent can be
close while the parent works
online.
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“I think the children don't realize the computer is for them. They sometimes shy away from it, maybe thinking they'll break it,
said Lorena Reyes de Mejia, Circulation Clerk at the library. She demonstrates how easy it is to use the touch screen system.
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ge Casino, we’re all about getting bigger and better.
iatook Casino Hotel is the most upscale gaming

y in the area. Take a look at all the exciting new

es we have to offer!

* New Casino * Casual Restaurant * Hotel * Conference Center
* Table Games * Pub/Sports Bar * Business Center » Banquet and Event Catering
* Expanded Electronic * Grab & Go Coffee Bar Fitness Center « Convenience Store
Gaming Floor * Qutdoor Pool and Hot Tub ~ with Gas Pumps
( TULSA SAND SPRINGS ~ SKIATODK ~ PAWHUSKA
CASINO 4 HOTEL BARTLESVILLE PONCA CITY HOMINY

Oklahoma's Finest Boutique Casino Hotel (918) 699-7777 - osagecasinos.com - 13 2 [B)

2014 Osage Casino. Must be 18 to parficipate. Management reserves all rights. i you think you have a gambling problem, please call 1-800-522-4700.
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