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Kazuo Ishiguro, a Japanese-born British novelist and Peggy
 V. Helmerich Distinguished Author Award winner, signs copies of his books during an event
 at Hardesty Regional Library in Tulsa on Saturday. JAMES GIBBARD / Tulsa World
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Kazuo Ishiguro broke the mold.

The Tulsa Library Trust's 2013 Peggy V. Helmerich Distinguished Author Award winner did
 not follow a typical path to literary success. Instead of starting out as a voracious reader who
 overcame a stack of rejection letters to become a well-known author, Ishiguro took a
 decidedly different route.

Ishiguro told those who gathered Saturday morning at Tulsa's Hardesty Regional Library
 that while he enjoyed Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes books as a youngster
 growing up in England, he was more interested in watching the exploits of the Lone Ranger
 and listening to the music of Bob Dylan.

During the Saturday public address that is a traditional part of the Helmerich Award
 festivities, Ishiguro said his initial writing efforts as a young man were in the field of music.

Ishiguro said songwriting showed him "you can use words in a very disciplined way."

He said that while the songs he wrote as a young man were confessional and drew on his
 experiences, he later learned the value as an author of creating characters very different from
 him to propel his stories.

"It helps me focus on what I really want to write about, and that autobiographical baggage
 doesn't start to seep in," he said.

Ishiguro is best known for writing "The Remains of the Day," a poignant story of a butler
 who lets his chance at love slip away. On Saturday, he referred to it as a tale of a "wasted life
 in terms of emotions." The book made Ishiguro a literary star and was also adapted into a
 critically acclaimed movie starring Sir Anthony Hopkins.

He said Saturday that he was "genuinely pleased" with how that movie turned out and also
 with the film version of "Never Let Me Go," another one of his works.

Still, he said the healthiest attitude that any author whose book is to turned into movie can
 have is to hope that a good movie with the same title as the book happens to be made.

"It's a different group of artists making it into a different work of art that has to work in that
 medium," Ishiguro said of the process of others turning a book into a movie.

Despite that process, he said literature and film actually form an important cultural alliance
 in a world in which bookstores and record stores are increasingly difficult to find.

Ishiguro said he began writing short stories in his early 20s and never received a rejection
 letter regarding his work.

His first two novels, "A Pale View of the Hills" and "An Artist of the Floating World,"
 featured Japan, the country where he was born but moved away from when he was a child.

Popular Commented

Stories

Photos

Videos

http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/service/superior-overhead-door-off/coupon_81839bd0-56c1-11e3-be6f-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/service/dowd-heating-air-off-new-install/coupon_fd86efac-2575-11e3-8420-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/home/champion-buy-get-free/coupon_2e8038c2-5d55-11e3-bebb-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/popular?type=article
http://www.tulsaworld.com/site/popular?type=article
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/service/dowd-heating-air-off-new-install/coupon_fd86efac-2575-11e3-8420-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/service/dowd-heating-air-off-new-install/coupon_fd86efac-2575-11e3-8420-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/service/dowd-heating-air-off-new-install/coupon_fd86efac-2575-11e3-8420-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/home/champion-buy-get-free/coupon_2e8038c2-5d55-11e3-bebb-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon/home/champion-buy-get-free/coupon_2e8038c2-5d55-11e3-bebb-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/classifieds/service/coupon
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/state/year-old-cushing-man-charged-with-killing-granddaughter/article_43b67644-5ebc-11e3-9e8a-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/state/year-old-cushing-man-charged-with-killing-granddaughter/article_43b67644-5ebc-11e3-9e8a-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/sapulpa-dancer-details-terrible-experience-in-houston/article_e75e48c3-52ca-5571-b9d5-1a60a96de122.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/sapulpa-dancer-details-terrible-experience-in-houston/article_e75e48c3-52ca-5571-b9d5-1a60a96de122.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/sapulpa-teen-dance-instructors-say-encounter-with-houston-police-was/article_9460b7dc-5e1f-11e3-9fdb-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/homepagelatest/sapulpa-teen-dance-instructors-say-encounter-with-houston-police-was/article_9460b7dc-5e1f-11e3-9fdb-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/police-say-woman-left-two-toddlers-home-alone-went-to/article_ad81d24c-5f5e-11e3-98f8-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/police-say-woman-left-two-toddlers-home-alone-went-to/article_ad81d24c-5f5e-11e3-98f8-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/another-hotel-announced-today-for-downtown/article_3da7a1bc-5dca-11e3-8dc6-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/another-hotel-announced-today-for-downtown/article_3da7a1bc-5dca-11e3-8dc6-0019bb30f31a.html

http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.tulsaworld.com/content/tncms/live/#


2013 Helmerich Award winner Kazuo Ishiguro says songwriting came first - Tulsa World: Local

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/helmerich-award-winner-kazuo-ishiguro-says-songwriting-came-first/article_34a97292-1498-56e2-afbc-893ddfd840fe.html[12/10/2013 11:37:44 AM]

Featured Businesses

 Victory Carpet and
 Upholstery Cleaning 
918-665-6846 
http://www.victorycarpetandupholsterycleaning.com/

 Lawn Master 
918-236-8806 
http://www.thelawncarefanatic.com

 Champion Windows
 Sunrooms Roofs Home
 Exteriors 
918-948-9631 
http://www.championwindow.com/tulsa

 Video Revolution 
918-495-0586 
http://www.videorevolution.com

 Hahn Appliance Warehouse 
918-622-6262 
http://www.hahnappliance.com

Find a local business 

 Today's E-Edition407
Recommend 0

 Discuss Print

Similar Stories
Sky Writer: Former American Airlines CEO Horton

 getting $17 million

Teen's body recovered from Claremore pond

GM taps first woman to lead U.S. car company

Table Talk: Thai Cuisine restaurant to open in early
 January

Baylor's Briles unanimous AP Big 12 coach of year

Most Read
97-year-old Cushing man charged with killing

 granddaughter

Sapulpa dancer, 13, details 'terrible experience' in
 Houston

Sapulpa teen, dance instructors say encounter with
 Houston police was racially motivated

Police say woman left two toddlers home alone, went
 to bar

Another hotel announced today for downtown

He said he had not been interested in his Japanese heritage until he was in his 20s, when he
 sensed that his childhood memories of his native land were fading and felt the need to
 preserve them.

Memories and dreams are important underpinnings of Ishiguro's work. He said writing a
 novel allows an author to take readers through time more effectively than flashbacks usually
 do in movies.

Ishiguro said Saturday, "really interesting work is stylized. It isn't just a mirror of everyday
 life."

He said he used dreamlike imagery in his novel "The Unconsoled." He described that book as
 his least successfulcommercially, but he indicated that it seems to have a devoted following
 wherever he goes.

A longtime British citizen, Ishiguro said his visit to Tulsa to receive the Helmerich Award
 allowed him to see "the real, true heartland of America. It's always how I imagined America
 to be."

David Harper 918-581-8359

david.harper@tulsaworld.com
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