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Patron Saint
of Libraries

Philanthropist Peggy Helmerich keeps a whirlwind pace at
age 50, decades after leaving Hollywood as a movie starlet.

ar calendar brimsz |
with appont-
ments and zat-
togathers.

Her shim bnld

and vibrant facial features defi
trme and maka vou racall her films
from tha sarby 1%30=.

And che could aasihy have the
title of patron zaint of Oklahoma
librariss.

At 90, Tulza phalanthropazt
Pezey Dow Helmench zatz 2
fazt pace. Bhe squeazes in thres
workouts a week at 3 small gum
into a schadule packed with board
meetings and time with har dozan
ereat-grandchildran.

0Ok, T don't think T have a lot of
anergy,” sha zavz modesthy, “But
1f T keap the sxercize zoing, that
really help= ®

Helmearich has reached a pointin
Lifz where so012] conventions can
tlack off & bat.

“Upttl wou gat to be 80, vou
land of hide vour age if vea're a
worean " she savz. “But after that,
you don't care.”

Az pamezake of the Pegay V.
Helmernich Distingmszhed Author
Aovard, she and the Tulza Library
Trust have brought 33 literary g3-
ants {(countng ths month’s recipi-
ent, Halary Mantel) to Oklahoma.
Thev have inchidad poets such as
Eilly Collin:, novalizts such a:
John Updike and planwmshts such
as Medl Simeon.

“Thesa are ths moest maportant
authors of our genaration com-
ing to Tulsa ™ Helmerich says.
“Thev're conung to zee what
we're like. Tohn le Carre came [1n
1950] and people in Maw York
couldn’t balieve it

In addition to her longtime

support of the Tulza Citv-County
Librarv system (the branch on
Eazt 1=t Sirzet 1z namad for

har), Helmench has alzo helpad

to finance Wbraries at the Untver-
sity of Oklahema and Oklahoma
State Univarzity, az weall az drama
programs as 017 and Northoasterm
Unmverzity (which she attended).

The nearly half~century az-
sociation with tha Tulsa library
begzn reluctanth:

“Foobert LaFortunse was mavor
and livad next door and he wanted
me fo be on the Library board. I
didn’t want to at £r=t, bt he knew
enough about my doggona bovs,

2o [ agread,” Halmerich zavs with
alaugh “Ard it was wonderful T
was shunned at how big the hbrary
sysiamas”

Hewever, she cama home over-
whelmed after the frzt meeting and
told her bushand, oilman Walter
Helemersch ITT, about doubtms what
zha could do to halp.

“Walt sugzested takms the
library's small trust and expandme
1t zhe zavz. “We uzed cur connec-
tions through the vears to mersaze
the fruzt [becauze] brares ars a
trazzure house of information and
technclogy

“The library 15 the headouartars
for the public. Pacple lock for

Jobks at the hbrary. Librarians and
aides zdvize whers people can 2o
for zoctal serices”™

The Helmenichs were marrsd
for 60 years bafore his death in
2012, She went from Holhroood
starlet — bect known az Murze Kelly
1 1950°s Haney with Jommy
Stewart, and Judy Gresne 1 1531
EBrighe Fictswy with Arthor Ken-
nady and Bock Hudzon — to voung
bride m the rolling sresnery of
Tul:a. They had their sons (Hans,
Fak, Mat, Zak and Jon) and zhe zot
invobed with the community.

However, Helmenich iz quick #o
diminizh her role m the famik’s
substantial philanthropy to scores
of nonprofit: and crzamizations m
Tul:za end the stats.

“Wy haskand did all the fund-
ng; he just did staff in my pama,
= [ got the credit,” she zays. “He
Eave quite a bt to the [Tulza] bal-
let, opera and svmphony and both
muzemns [Phalbrock and Gilersazs]
—the artz in general - bacauze they
all grve uz guality of life.”

Halmarich has zero regratz about
leaving Holhrarood.

*T could zee the writing on the
wall.” che z2vs of Increasmely
sordid expectations of actreszes.

“T zaw it startms to changze for the
worze. The whole Harvey Wen-
stem tvpe of thing haz baen zoms
on for vears.

“T had achieved what I wanted to
do m Holhrwood and T didn't wrant
that to happen o ma. [ wanted to
be marmied and have cluldren. Kot
many paople stay marned m Hal-
brwood. I'd had esough of it, zo I
decided to leave ™

Heabmerich alzo haz no qualms
about age and mortality.

“Wz are at the end — of our lives,
of cur work,” she says. “Wa don't
want to be zad about it. It's marvel-
ous to axpenence that much hifa.
I've tasted =0 many parts of ife.”

M EEIAN WILSOMN

& FORENTENDED INTENTEEWS WTH HELMERSCH AN MANTE, WIH ONMAG.COM/WEB.

| PEGGY V. HELMERICH DISTINGUISHED AUTHOR AWARD

Award Presentation/Black-Tie Gala
6:30 pm. Dec. T
Cantral Library, Fifth Street
and Darver Avenue

Frea Public Presentation
10:20 am. Dec. 8
Contral Library

For more information or to buy tickats to tha dinner, visit helmerichaward.org

or call 916-543-T322,
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RECEIVES
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Nearly 5,000 milies away sits 2
mastar storytaller painstakingly
shaping the detaiks of her coun-
iry’s history info 2 pape-umer
1o ealighten and delight millions
offans around the world

Dame Hilary Mantal,
England's two-tima Man Booker
Prize-winning historical novelist,
fias worked for two years to
complete The Mirrr and the
Ligis, the final installment in her
internationally renowned, best-
salling Wolf Hal rilogy about
thea rize of Thomas Cromvweall in
the court of King Henry WIIL She
aims to publish it in f2ll 2013,

"It's a huge and complox
book, covering the time betwoan
the execution of Anne Boleyn
in E536 and Thomas Cromwell’s
own death in 1540 says Mandzl,
coming in December to raceive
the Tulsa Library Tnest’s 2018
Peagy V! Helmerich Distin-
quished Author Award, Tt's nat
the story of his fall, as people
sometimes assume. He has a
Jong way to rise in the word be-
fore everything goes wrong after
Honry ¥III's fourth marniage.

“Like the first two books, it
demands ... attention from an
open-minded reader, but it gives
a lot, o0, in terms of political
and psychological drama It's
not the story you expect”

Like its predecessars, The
Miror and fho Light Inoks behind
the scenes at one of the mest
volatile periods of English his-
tory with 3 story that is "bigger
than time and place - aboatt
s and love and power, about
ambition and risk, success and
faihee when the stakes are
high” Mantel says.

- Jackie Hil
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