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read across the world
GREAT BOOKS TO LEARN ABOUT OTHER CULTURES

A Storytime Down Under

At the most recent National
Take Your Child to the Library
Day (which is celebrated every
year on the first Saturday in Feb-
ruary), my colleague Jocelyn and I
decided to share a little piece of
Australian culture. We held a spe-
cial storytime that featured koala
and kangaroo puppets, vegemite
on toast — and books sent all the
way from our friends at the Sun-
shine Coast Libraries down
under!

It made me appreciate how
books can help us travel to places
we have never been, meet new
people and learn about different
cultures.

In that spirit, here are some
excellent books that introduce
countries outside of the U.S. for
you to share with your children.
You can find them all at the li-
brary, of course!

Australia

Possum Magic by Mem Fox

Pay attention to the native
animals from Australia that Fox
presents — and the special rela-
tionship of Grandma Poss and
Hush as they travel around Aus-
tralia for that special magic. At
the end of the book there is a
map of Australia and a quick de-
scription of the “magic” items
that are local to Australia. This
will guarantee a trip back to the
library to learn even more about

44 MAY 2019

wgm Perkins ;/
. usbrateddon Tom Woelley /
this beautiful country!

China

Thanking the Moon Celebrat-
ing the Mid-Autumn Moon Festi-
val by Grace Lin

Come thank the moon and
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Alers Fox
ILLESTRATED BY
Jutie Vivas
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Thanking the Ploon

Celebrating the Mid- Autumn Moon Festival
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SWEET TOOTH

make a secret wish in this beauti-
fully illustrated book. This story
starts with a family going out to
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celebrate the Mid-Autumn Moon
Festival. Pretty quickly we learn
how the family celebrates this oc-
casion and which family member
helps with certain tasks, even if
there is a little goofing off. If you
enjoy this, Lin has also recently
written and illustrated a continu-
ation describing the moon festi-
val, A Big Mooncake for Little
Star, which includes a recipe
worth replicating!

Japan

Natsumi! By Susan
Lendroth

I enjoy this book because we
are sometimes like Natsumi in
some ways: we have our big per-
sonalities and talents. Sometimes
it's hard to find the things we are
good at, and that one person to
help us find that thing. Natsumi
discovers her talents and sur-
prises everyone at her town's
Japanese art festival.

India

Ganesha's Sweet Tooth by
Sanjay Patel

This is a story about the
Hindu God Ganesha and how he
broke his tusk on a jawbreaker.
Ganesha feels like his tusk is
worthless until he meets a friend
who gives him confidence about
his broken tusk. This story is not
an actual retelling of the Hindu
God, but an adaption. I love this
book because it gives others a
chance to enjoy a character from
another land and from another
culture.

Mexico

Dia de los Muertos by
Roseanne Greenfield Thong

A holiday that is very close
to my heart and became even
more important as I grew older
and began to experience loss in
my family. Dia de los Muertos is
not a sad holiday but a holiday to
remember our loved ones who
have passed on. This book ex-
plains the holiday and has won-
derful illustrations to make you
feel like you are in Mexico during
Dia de los Muertos.

West Africa

Baby Goes to Market by At-
inuke

Ilove this book for so many
reasons! The illustrations are so

lovely and capture the energy
and vitality of an outdoor market
in Africa. It is also a good intro-
duction to counting and learning
more about foreign foods. Fair
warning — you will want to seek
out and eat the treats that baby
collects on his journey!

France

Madeline by Ludwig Bemel-
mans

This book was one of my fa-
vorites growing up! The iconic
cover with the Eiffel Tower in the
back with the French flag waving
from the top is so memorable.
This is a great book to talk about
the iconic French structures in
the book. Bonus: the last page
lists all of the structures you
might have forgotten since your
10th grade French class. This
book is a great way to walk
around France without leaving
Tulsa.

Finally...

A great series from Ready to
Read is something called " Living
in..." It gives young readers a
taste of what it’s like in another
country for children around their
age. They can range from topics
of geography in their country, his-
tory, schooling, holidays and
more. Countries include Aus-
tralia, South Korea, South Africa,
Russia, Italy, China, Mexico, India
and Brazil, all by Chloe Perkins,
and Living in Russia by Jesse Bur-
ton.

Read Out of This World at
the Summer Reading Pro-
gram!

Starting on May 28,
come by any of the Tulsa
City-County Library's 24
branches and bookmobile
and sign up for the 2019
Summer Reading Program.
Children who read 8 books
and visit the library 4 times
between May 28 and August
3 will receive a special medal
and coupon book for food and
fun. Read 12 more books and
kids can eam a special bonus
prize! For more information,
see www.tulsalibrary.org or
call 918.549.7323(READ).
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COOKING, ROCK CLIMBING, ART, ENGINEERING, SEWING,
MUSIC, SPORTS, AND MORE FOR 1IST ~ 12TH GRADES!

RIVERFIELD CoUNTRY DAY ScHooL
918.446.3553 ° riverfield.org
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Nurturing, responsive teachers
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* Callto enroll your child today!

© (918) 2580594

" 1025W. Kenosha, Broken Arrow, 0K 74012

RhemaChildCare.com
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KJM Equestrian Summer Camp

7 one-week camp sessions ¢ June 3 through July 26
Monday - Friday ¢ 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Conveniently located in South Tulsa at 9801 S. Sheridan Road

Activities include: daily riding, intro to horsemanship,
horse-related arts & crafts, games, horse show, and cook-out

For more information:
Phone: 918-299-9283 « Text 508-782-8453
Email: office@kjmequestrian.com ¢ Web: kimequestrian.com
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NOW ENROLLING

Creative
Camps

Incredible summer
opportunities for ages 5-18!

000

ahhatulsa.org @ahhatulsa #keeptulsacreative

H%NB You
CLOSER TO
YOUR GOAL
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Summer Day
Contact: Kelly Evans, CT Weekly Camps
918-794-4526 June 3rd - Aug 2nd
kevans@tulsacenter.org  WWW. 8:30a-4:30p

ONE SIZE

does NOT ﬁt all

foundation

888-242-5229 ext. 704
truefoundationtulsa.org

Located in Broken Arrow

Nationally Accredited
Infants to 12th Grade

h "
AT TULSA CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY

Homework
Help Now!

Featuring Live Tutors

O
Available in App Store or Google Play

Visit www.Tulsalibrary.org/homeworkhelp
and use your Tulsa City-County Library
card to access Homework Help Now!

DON'T HAVE A LIBRARY CARD?
Apply online at

www.Tulsalibrary.org/application and get

instant access to this service and more!
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