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Lesson Starter Title: "How to Be an Elephant” Ranger! 

**Inspired by the WWF educator toolkit from https://www.worldwildlife.org/teaching-

resources/toolkits/elephant-toolkit 

Book(s): How to Be an Elephant Growing Up in the African Wild by Katherine Roy and other 

nonfiction texts about elephants and wildlife rangers such as the magazine article listed below 

in Ranger Rick, Elephants of Africa (2021) by Gail Gibbons, 10 Reasons to Love an Elephant by 

Catherine Barr, and/or the mini episode of Leo the Wildlife Ranger.  

        

In a Nutshell:  

Elephant populations are incredibly vulnerable, and their habitats are shrinking. Since 1979, 

African elephant’s habitats have shrunk 50% and Asian elephants are now left with only 15% of 

their original range according to the World Wide Fund for Nature. Elephants are very important 

to the ecosystem and are considered a “keystone” species because of their impact on the living 

spaces of many other animals, which Roy describes in her book! In this lesson, students are 

asked to use the information gained from nonfiction sources in order to write creatively. They 

will compose a diary entry as if they are a wildlife ranger to describe what a ranger does to 

benefit the elephants and the environment.  

Do This!  

1. Read or do a picture-walk of How to Be an Elephant by Roy with your students. If you 

choose to do a picture-walk, make sure to read/spend more time on the sections 

“Making Space” and “Common Ground” for the purpose of this lesson.  

2. Explain what “endangered” means and what a wildlife ranger does: manage and protect 

parks, forests, or wildlife. Ask, “Why is this job important for elephants? Why is this job 

important for humans and other animals?”  

*This could be a great time to ask if they know of any other endangered 

species and talk about that if you would like! 

3. Read the article, “Collaring Elephants in Kenya” with students (next page or available to 

download on WWF link at top). 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/teaching-resources/toolkits/elephant-toolkit
https://www.worldwildlife.org/teaching-resources/toolkits/elephant-toolkit
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*Share other texts about elephants and wildlife ranging such as this Ranger 

Rick article from March 2022 or this mini episode of Leo the Wildlife Ranger. 

4. Ask students “Would you want to be a wildlife ranger? Why or why not?” and recall 

what you read in the article about the technology to monitor elephants.  

*Challenge students to propose ideas of how they would protect elephants if  

 they were rangers. Encourage creativity with technology and other strategies.  

5. Ask students to imagine they are an elephant wildlife ranger and have them create a 

diary entry summarizing their day. Encourage creativity with descriptions while also 

having them incorporate what they learned from nonfiction texts. 

6. Extension: Have them add art to their diary entry and collect the entries in one 

“anthology” for the classroom library.  

Use This—Printable! 

My day as a wildlife ranger template and “Collaring Elephants in Kenya”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rangerrick.org/ranger_rick/elephants-roaming-with-the-herd/
https://rangerrick.org/ranger_rick/elephants-roaming-with-the-herd/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duS0L5v0G7I
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Date: _______________                  My day as a wildlife ranger! 

_______________________,  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

________________________, 

 


