Native American identity

From Past to Present:
A More Perfect Union

Literature and popular media are littered with stereotypical and fantastical images and stories of Native American
people, often painting them as people living in a mystical past or as a pure but vanishing race who remain on
reservations, far removed from the rest of American society. This theme challenges this narrative by presenting
Native American identity through the lens of Native writers and Native experiences. These writers speak to the
complexities of Native identity, including mixed identity; colonial traumas, such as removal; living in urban spaces;
and the way the past informs the present for Native American people, families and tribal nations.
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