
Research Guides
  ••  Ancestry.com: African American Family Research on Ancestry

https://www.ancestrycdn.com/support/us/2025/01/2025AfricanAmerican_Research_Guide.pdf
Step-by-step guide to researching African American ancestors on 
Ancestry.com with links to outside resources.

 • •  American Ancestors: Getting Started in African American Family History Research
https://www.americanancestors.org/getting-started-african-american-family-history-research-0
Includes video modules created by professional genealogists to help you get started  
in your research.

 • •  Family Search: Researching African American Genealogy
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Researching_African_American_Genealogy
Includes research steps, societies, articles, websites and more.

 • •  Oklahoma Historical Society Research Center African American Resource Guide
https://www.okhistory.org/research/forms/aaguide.pdf
Includes newspapers, all-Black towns in Oklahoma, manuscript collections,  
oral histories and more.

Websites & Organizations
 • •  Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society (AAHGS)

https://www.aahgs.org
National organization for African American genealogy research. Site includes  
genealogy tips, charts and forms, oral histories and surname lists.

 • •  AfriGeneas
https://www.afrigeneas.org
Includes genealogical research tips, resources and message boards for the 
African American genealogy community.

 • •  Cyndi’s List: African American
https://www.cyndislist.com/african-american
An index of genealogy sites for African American research. 

 •  • International African American Museum: Center for Family History
https://iaamuseum.org/center-for-family-history/about
Includes a free digital archive of research materials, webinars, research articles and videos, 
and online genealogy appointments for a fee.

 •  • National Archives: African American Heritage
https://www.archives.gov/research/african-americans
Includes records, photographs, subject portals, blogs, articles and online exhibitions.
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 • •  Smithsonian National Museum of African American History & Culture
https://nmaahc.si.edu 
Register for virtual genealogy sessions, explore digital exhibitions and the permanent 
collection, attend virtual programs and more. 

 • •  Tulsa City-County Library African American Resource Center
https://www.tulsalibrary.org/research/african-american-resource-center
Includes resources and subject guides on historical topics, access to the African American 
Heritage Database, the history of all-Black Oklahoma towns, historical photographs and more.
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