
When Plans Change
 A Beginning, Middle, and End

Lesson Plan Starter | Grade 2

Saturday by Oge Mora

Subject
ELA / Reading

Duration
30–45 minutes (flexible)

Focus Skill
Summarizing Beginning–Middle–End

Copy or display the Beginning–Middle–End Organizer (included below)
Pencils and crayons/markers for drawing + writing
Optional: chart paper for a class model summary

Big idea — Sometimes plans change, but what matters most is how we respond
and who we’re with.

Grade
2

Grouping
Whole group, partners, or small group

Oklahoma ELA Connections
2.2.R.3, 2.3.R.3, 2.3.R.5, 2.1.S.2

Students use a beginning–middle–end organizer to summarize the plot of Saturday and
discuss how Ava and her mother respond when their plans change. Students identify
important story events, use text details in discussion, and consider what truly makes a
day special.

Book Used

In a Nutshell

Materials & Prep
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Teaching Directions (Do This!)

Time

3–5 min

Share &
close

3–5 min

Warm-up

5 min

Teach the
tool

10–15 min

Student
work

12–18 min

Read aloud

What you do & say

Invite students to share one part of their
summary. Close with: “Does a special day
have to go exactly as planned? Why or
why not?”

Show the cover and read the title. Ask:
“What do you notice?” and “What do you
think Ava and her mother might do on 
Saturday?”

Students draw and write the most important
events for the beginning, middle, and end.
Choose one option:

Independent (each student completes
organizer)
Partners (turn-and-talk before writing)
As a class (co-create on chart, then 
students copy)

Introduce the Beginning–Middle–End
Organizer. Explain: “A summary is the
most important events—NOT every 
detail.”

Model one example from the story and point
to where it belongs (beginning/middle/end).

Read Saturday aloud to the class or in small
groups. As plans change in the story, ask:

What happened?
How do the characters feel?
What might they do next?

Book

Materials

Student work

Organizer + writing tools

Organizer (displayed) + optional
chart paper

Book cover (projected or held up)
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Use This!
 

MIDDLE

What problems happen? How do Ava and her mother respond?

Draw:

BEGINNING

Why is Saturday special? What do Ava and her mother plan to do?

Draw:

Write:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Write:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

SATURDAY : BEGINNING, MIDDLE, AND END

Name: _____________________________ Date: ____________________________

Draw and write the most important events from each part of the story.

3

Tulsa City-County Library | Books to Treasure 2026 



END

What do Ava and her mother realize about their day together?

Draw:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Write:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Optional extension — Students write 1 sentence: “A day can still be special
because…”
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